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Wi Comets are, the Wiſeſt Heads admire, 

Though whar they mean, is all the moſt enquire. 
Both forts to fatifie was nere ny thought: 
Alas ! they're not agreed yet what to  donbr. 
But though xo falve all Wonder I deſpair, 
Tis rio-prefarhptioin to allay the fear.” 

You, Noble Pair, in whom concentred meet, 
Beauty and Yertue, Grace, and All that's ſweet, 
Pardon if this intirul'd to ſuch jars: 
Comets take Patronage of Brighreſt Stars. 


-4 


TO. -T-HE 


INCOMPARABLE 


. SISTERS, 


' THE 
R GHT HONORABLE 
4. And Exemplarily 


-VERTUOUS 


cHono x Countels'of ARG LAS. 
A NN Viſcounteſs BLESS1 NTON. 


7 


tl 


NE Comets art, + che he wig Heads admice 
Though whar they mean, is all the moſt enquire. 

Both forts to faridfie was ne're my thought: >" AP 
Alas ! they're not agreed yet what to, doubr. 
But though xo fafve all Wonder I deſpair 
Tis no-prefuthption to allay the fear.” 

You, Noble Pair, in whom concentred meet, 
| Beauty and Yertue, Grace, and All that's ſweet, 
Pardon if this intitul'd to ſuch jars: 
Comets take Patronage of Brighteſt Stars. 
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_ing all perſons eyes, and, at this 


4 v,» tim e Con i 
AorRy me, the Confueration on of the moſt 
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The STATIONER to the READER: 
J-- to aſfire you, good Reader, that the Author of this Dil 


courſe was very much ſurpriſed when it came to him from 
» mebyaLecttcr in print; as thinking ir had been long ago 
laid aſleep: ——_— as he judged it to deſerve. He has 
thetefore-required: me to-acquaint the World, Bona Fzde, that 
he weato it at the time ſpecified 5 16; namely. before the Co- 
n&t with us. was fully a: Calendar Month o!d : That the fole 
Occaſion of his writing of it was the ſtrange conſternations of 
many People at that time. We were then all here full of Ap- 
prehenſions touching an Iriſh Plot, or ſecond Maſſacre of.Pro- 
teſtants; And when the Comet appear'd amidſt thoſe thoughts,. 
diverſe people, in that part of the Country, where the Author 
then happened to be, were ſo ſtrangely ſtruck, that their Faces 
were grown almoſt like the Comet, only of a blacker palc. 
P fate plaecy'feverab Families would ger rogerher in one 
uſe by night, and a certain number watch while the reſt 
ſlept. Nay there were not wanting ſome, otherwiſe diſcreet C'/ 
perſans and of real —_— who came from their own houſ: "'Y 
es to ſlay a while with ſuch Friends of-theirs, whom they had 
better-thoughts of rhan of themſelyes, not ſo much to receive 
their Advice, as to Dy with them. Upon hearing ſuch occur- 
rents as theſe , the Author committed to writing , what he 
commonly taiked for his Friends fatisfation. This may qua: 
lifie ſome expreſſions in the Book, which now look odd,, but 
were then reaſonable enough. - 'Whar is-now preſented would 
have been much -more-marture, and clearly another thing, had 
it been delign'd to have been publiſhe ar this time, or been 
indeed any other than an Haſty Eſſay. Being thus, and on» 
ſach occaſion, writ, a Copy of it was ſent-to Noſe Excellent 
Ladies before named;only withan intent to-entetrain them pri- 
yately with Reaſon & Truth,while the Worid entertain'dthem- 
ſelves with Fables, Wonders'or Fears. From that Copy fallen 
into my hands, it now, withour-the Authors knowledge, Bc- 
a came: 


þ 
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came publick; ſomewhat unſeaſonably, becauſe fo long after 
it was writ, and after the Comet has diſappear'd. 

One thing which he would willingly haye added to it 
(were it worth the labour, or not too late) is ſome Illuſtration 
of the Notion and Geneſis of Comets $ 17 and 18, and that 
in a Scheme or two. In ſtead of which, he has thoughe fit ar 
preſent te ſend me only a piece of one, which I have here ſub- 
Joined and may ſerve to clear 5s 17 and the firſt Paragraph of 
9 3x, The ſtraitneſs of the is ſuch, that no proportion 
of the Sun tothe Earth or of the diſtance of the Orbs, could be 
obſerved. But I have obeyed the Authour in this, as I could. 


ttt. nes. 


— 


Explication of the Scheme. 


1 Orbs appent by their names,: of Fixed Stars, Saturn, 

Japiter, Ge. ; ins : 

The Pointed Circles are Orbs of thoſe Zatent or not appearing 
Stars, Which may be Comets when in due poſition to the Sun. 

"The Figures 1,2, 3,4, &c, ſuch Cemetical Stars not appearing. 

Let the Line A B. be underſtood the Horizon. £::13-223331 


* C. the Preſent Comer. 


D. the Surface of the Earth, where we dwell, 

E. the Earths Centre. 

F G. the Sign of Capricory, or that part of the Heaven in which 
the Sun and Comet then were. | | 

T. any great fixed Star. Z. our Zenith. 

The uſe of the other Letters will preſently appear. 

'_ Now1l ſay, 

x, The Sun being ſupposd about x 5 degr. below the Hori- 
zon, and the Cometical Star (which is accounted of a pellucid 
ſubſtance and exemplified by a Glaſs Globe filled with Water, 
$ 17) fiveor ſyxdepr. above it, this Star ſhall receive and re- 
flect light from the Sun, -and be viſible to the Eye at jo _ 

| cauſe 
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becauſe the Hemiſphere above the Horiſon is, by reaſon of the 

Suns departure, dark, therefore, the Raies, which fall upon the 

Body C and penetrate it, ſhall appear viſible to us in that part 

of the Atmoſphere of the Cometical Star which is above it: 

_ is, there will be the Luminous track CH, the train of the 
JOMmer. 

2. The Cometical Stars, Number r, 2, 3, 4, 5, ſhall not 
be ſeen, though they all now ſhould be ſuppoſed in being in 
their Orbs, becauſe all _—_ in the Suns light. Nor ſhall 
that Number 6 appear, becauſe ſuppoſed for the preſent mov- - 
ing in conjunction with Jupiter : nor that Number 7, becauſe 
moving in comunCttion with T ſome fixt Star of Eminent 
Magnitude. - Nor, laſtly, ſhall thoſe Numbers 8, 9, and per- 
haps diverſe others, which may be ſuppoſed towards thoſe 

between Z A, be viſible, becauſe, as to ſome, the 

ſhade of the Earth interpoſes, and , as to others, the Sun is 
at too preat a diſtance, and its Raies too faint, to illuminate 

3. 1 fay the Train of the Comet C H cannor appear in a © 
more natural Shape and Poſition; as affirmed 9 31. | 

\ 4 Becauſe the Parallax of the Comer, +/z. the Arch K I, 
is.leſs than the Parallax of the Moon, viz. LM, therefore rhe 
Comet is above the Moon. 

5. That the farther the Comet by its proper motion (mov- 
ing from C, whether towards N, or towards O, or towards 
Q) the further I fay it gets off from the Sun , the higher jr 
will either appear, or be; to us, and the leſs its light. | 

_All theſe things fall out naturally and facily according to | 
this Hyporeſis,, Much mare jfe;cquld make of thisSchems, | 
4 een jg forthe purpaſc;of thoſe Papers: * 

The -preateſt objedtions which 1 can forcſee againſt this 
Dv&i are, that, icrvrting.to jt, Comets.mult needs be 
more frequently Vaſible, and their: Motions marc:Repular and 
Accountable. To which many things might be returned ;; 
but I will only ſay, I ſuppoſe theſe Cometical Stars to move 
ordinarily very near in conjunction with ſome Great ne or) 

a 2 Planet 
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Planet of their neighbouring Orb reſpeftively, and by this 
means to be generally drown'd-in their light: But yer there 
being tome warjation in their Motion: (of Which no- good ac- 
count can be giycn, becauſe they-are fo ſeldom ſeen) by rea-- 
ſon of this variation, aiter ſome period of years, they arc 
left behind the Principal Stars, and then, it duely ond to 
the Sun (and not otherwiſe) they become wifible. 

Bur what, if after all they ſhould have other Centres thart 
the Earth, as'is ſuggeſted pag-25.1.10} ſuch as the pointed 
Arches OP or QR. Then they may appear feldomer and 
p2rhaps move more irregularly: then' we can proye they 
do. And might I be admitted: inſtead of the old Polo: 
maick ſyſteme to ule the Copernican, a great variety in theſe 
points would appear caſic and natural, -nor any Phenomena of 
Comets, which. I have heard of; not (olvible-upon the whole. 

This may fatisfie Perſons no more learned in the Stars than 
my ſelf; And as to thoſe who really do- better underſtand 
that heavenly Science, I am confident they are either alrea- 
dy ſatisfied in rheir own better: notions, or otherwiſe above 
vulgar Amuſement and Conſternations;. the honeſt removal 
whereof was all the deſign of theſe at firſt ZZ7aſty, however now 
fo Late, Papers. | | 


i=th 


i Ta ] ” 


p T T ” "i a 4 4 - \ 4 ” 7 CE 7 - 
71.) Da& © & DAS SHA Po TIMED 

- 4 » > © » &« = « » « » 4 4 > & » # » 4 > 4 

— od - - ” 4 - © w - of 


A JUDGEMENT of #e COMET, 
which became firſt generally viſible to us Decem- 
ber 13. about 15 Minutes before Five in the 

" Evening. A. D. 1680. F 


TY 


A S to the preſent Comet (leaving its more exaCt Phi- 


loſophical and Aſtronomical Theory to the Cu- 
rious, who have advantages and leiſure for it; 
and- the Aſtrological judgment of it to thoſe incurable 
Cheats and Cheated, the Admirers of that falſe named 
Science ) I ſhall-endeavour ſuch account and reſolution 
concerning it , asSecomes a Rational perſon and conſ\- 
dering Chriſtian. '*T take ir'for granted that none, who 
pretend: to this CharaQter ( whatever be the cauſe and 
enefrs of Comets in general, can in the preſent crifis of Af- 
Kirs' forbear diougle ſometimes of this : For as (fuppo- 
ſing a'man to be our of doors ina clear Evening while 
it appears) it will be ſeen of him, during its vigour, at: 
molt whether he will or no; ſo though to ſtand all 
amuzed and appall'd at it, be the part of great weakneſs, 
yet, as things go, not at all to heed it (and that too with 
ſerious refle&tions ) may be deſervedly cenſured, if nor 
the height of Stupidity, yet a notorious degree of pro- 
phane Negligence and Confidence. 

Three.Queſtions are obvious to be moved touching 
it, which therefore my deſign will engage me to conſider; 
What it has extraordinary > Of what import or ſignifi- 
cancy it may be? and, What moral jnfluence it ought to 
have upon its beholders? 


B In 


x. 
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4 Judgement of 


In fatisfaftion to the firſt of theſe I conceive, Comets 
in general to be no ſuch extraordinary occurrence, as the 
common opinion and wonderment of people would re- 


preſent them. They appear fo frequently in one part of 


the World or other, that, if a perfe& account could be 


made up, it would be manifeſt there ſeldom have paſſed 


. or do paſs many years together without ſome one or 


more of them. I have now in my hands a brief Hiſtory 
of no leſs than One hundred ninety and odd, beginning 


- with an old Tradition of One, in'the year before Noah's 


Flood, and continued down to-the Year of Our Lord 
1596, Colle&ted by one Abraham Rockenbach, Doftor of 
Laws, ſometimes Profeſſor of Mathematicks, and Dean 
of the Philoſophical Colledge at Francfert: to which Col. 
leion, notwithſtanding (as copious as it ſeems to be) 
both during thoſe years, it is not difficult to add ſome , 
and ſince them conſiderably more. Sp.that if the mat: 
ter be duly weighed, a Comet is no more rare a thing or 
obje&t of wonder, than a very oy Summer or. a ſevere 


Winter : and though both theſe deſerve ſerious regard; 


yet I do not judge it becomes us to be ready to go out 
of our wits about them, or to think the State and Govern- 
ment, if not the World it ſelf, is infallibly near a diſſolution, 

But it will be a moſt evident demonſtration of the fre- 
quency of Comets and of the ſeveral intervals uſually of 
their appearance (and , beſides that, -be very ſerviceable 
ro what follows) if we ſet down as in a Table the ſeve- 
ral Years wherein Comets are recorded by Hiſtorians to 
have been ſeen, together with their place where they firſt 
appeared (if we can find it, in Heaven, it not, over what 
Countries? ) the Time of ſuch appearance, their Duration, 
Motion and Complexion : For all which , we muſt crave 
ſuch allowance as the diſtance of time, the differences of 
Chronology, the nature of the matter, and mdeed the re- 


pute of ſome Hiſtories alſo do require. 


Anno 


the COMET 1680. 3 


An, Mundi. Place. Time. Duration: Motion. Complexion. 


1656 
I9 
201 
2128 
2453 
2770 


3819 


38290r 31 


3853 
3879 
3903 
3922 
3935 
3940 


Piſces March xt Month 12. Signs 


Capric, 65 Days 3 Signs Saturnine 
Artes 22 Days 
Leo 9 Days 
Capric. = Ficty 
Gemini Auguſt 
Aries 43 Nights 
A Comet in faſhion of a Horn. Kegevrlas. Plin. 
T 75 Days Fiery 
North- Decem. 
* wards 
Orion. Midwinter From W. Southwards 
Leo 
Sage. rt9 Days 
Aries 22 Days 
r Capr. ' * - fome Days 
2 Canc. 19 Days 
| 8 Days 
Piſces 82 Days 
Aries 32 Nights 
55 Weeks 
Sept. 4 
Fiery 
Taurus 9 Days 
Capric. 22 Days 
Geminy 83 Nights 
Cancer I5 Days 
Virgo 94 Nights Fiery 
9 Days 
Scorpto 
Libra 95 Days 
Tawrus fveral Days 


g. 


A Judgement of 
Anno Dow. Place. Time.' Duration. Motion.. Complexion. 
1 [og 1 nM 3 Nights. ++ Fiery :. , 


I2' Aries | ria Days -4- | 
| 17 Aries 20 Days +). 4: > 
Hy 40 - Gemini © no, ; 
C 48 ' Cancer 4 Months __-. 
4 56 InNero's 6 Months. From N. to E 
* Reign.* 
hi 62+ In Nero's Reign South- Weſtwards. 
19 66 In Nero's Reign. Zacit. L. I5. 
iþ 70 Gemini Nero's Reign -- pe 
'vg 710r2, Virgo April8 1 Year | Inamoreable Q 
; ; 72 Libr 40 Days ONO *0* 
, 770r 8 Favs GRE. 
5. Titus ana Reign. . 
130 Aquar. - -'.. 39 Nights 2. Signs 
| I45 Aquar.” 's Nights . --.”;, | . 
Ay 188 7 , x Day a9 Fiery 
204 ;. . many days 
2.20 Piſces i. . 18 Days FromW.toE. 
| 308 or6 IP before Conſtantine the Great. 
4 324 Virgo : :' 
bp 340 Aries ' 6 Months 3 Days . 
| 367 Seen ina clear -—4g when Fulian was ſlain. 
370 Aries 11 Weeks 
380 Libra May - 4 Months. 
384 A Comet 'in ſhape of a Pillar. 
339 Gemini 20 Days | Fiery 
393 Cancer 40 Days 
394 North. 30 Days 
: 396 About the time of the drvifion of the * 
| 4. 400 
4I2 Zo Midſum. 4 Months 12 Signs 


a Vid. Baron. Annal. ad ann. 400. 
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the CO MET i 680. 5 > 
Ante Dima, Place; "Time: :Duration:/:' Motion!*: Complexian. 


41 Virgo 4 Months "TY ll 
41 Over Britain. diverſe Months | 30 
4 34 "1 A little before St. Auguſtines death. 
44 Many whole/days together. 
b. 451 Over England & France. Of tbry ſtrange ſhape. & 
45 | A Comet accampanitd with firange apertures —_ the Heavens, , ] 
My: \'-il A Comet of unuſual ſhape and bigneſs. | 


- 39 Sagitt, Decemb. 


54 Eaſter BY - Fiery | ," 
_— bt 1: Month” TR * 
594 © 2 Fanuary, x Month: f 
597 Conſtantinople. Near alam - birth of Mahomer. | 
_ -- many days Fiery | 
603® © Septem. 2 Months-.. | ; ' 
604 2 I. a 2 Months. : *- 
(397 ov. 2 Months; '/ 
617 ; .1.Month \...n Fiery | 
633” | 30 Days. 1 
65 Augaft 3 Months 
c. 678 3 Months: 
687 Pleiades C brifta. : 2 Days & 
day. Nights 


[ 729 2 Over Fi 1. Appeared before Sun rifmg. 
8 2. Before Sun ſetting, 


745 Eaſt. | - 10Days, 

761 2 1 Eaſt * >To. Days { 
2 Weſt 21 Days. \\ 

763 Eaſt | | 

814 A dreadful Comet; with Eclipſe of Sun. "# 

837 «8 Libra | = 

839 Aries ' | | Diverſe Fiery appearances, [ 


cVid. Bed. Hift. Ang, l. 4, 6 12, d Bed. Bit. Angh, 5. 


b Sigibert. 


842 
868 
876 
882 
905 


906 


910 
941 


A Jadgemait ff 


el; "Ara 1270 
us 2: VAL 1 Fiery 
"Fas. 18 
nc . May | or 2 
gk 6 Months 
German. I. 14 Nights | 
2, Uncertain 


Italy Of an immenſe bigneſs. 


944 000 | 
968 | TheTea of the ſixteenth Schiſm at Rome. . 
983 "Ons | ah 
999 anua wa 1 iery - - 
1005 South O&eb. x. Fo Fiery 
I043 Morn. - -- wel Fiery 
Io58 Poland ' - diverſe Days I 
I066 All the Eaſter - x4 Nights Bloudy 
wor,over | 
I097 Weſt Ofober' 8 Days 
1098 Eaſt 215 Days 
|. 1105 Sweden © 
1106 Febr. 2. 6 Hours by day W- 
IIO7 Eaſt 40 Days Livid 
ITIO Tune Very odd 
III5 6 Months | 
2-I2IT Rufia M 18 Days 
I2I4 Near N. Pole. -1. Going before the Sun. 
2. Following the Sun. 
Z.1223 Over Fr. 3 Months 
1240. Near N. Pole and its train Eaſtwards, 


Duration. - Motion. | Complexion. 


e Matth. Weſtm. ad Ann. D. g06. f Amal Wittenberg, g Cremer, 
i Magdeburg, Cent. 13. 6-13» 


Anus Dom. Place. Tinie”' Durariof. Mation... Complexion 


1241 
1254 


25503 


1264 
k. 1269 


1285 , 


1298 
L. 1299 
1300 
I OT 
1304 
1305 
I313 
I314 
1337 


1347 
I 352 
1363 
1375 
1380 
I382 
I 391 
1400 


the COB Fob 680. 


' Faſtw, * 4 harely 
Scotland 
A waſt Comet this. 


Year of Jubilee at Rome. 
Decems. x 5 Nights 
North 3 Months 
Paſſion-week. 


Near Mars Days 
Virgo 1 Months 
1. May 4 Months 


2. Fune 3 Months 
Taurus 2 Months 


North Decemd. 
Eaſt 3 Months Fiery 
Aquar. og Fi 

4 Days-- © I 


In ſhape of a Spit 
Lent Sunday. 
Februar. 


3 March Pale 
3 Months 
Summer ſolſtice. 


Cancer June 1 Month 
Piſces 'Fune. 1 Month Livid 


Poland 


k Magdeburg. Cont 13: cop, 43+. 1ibia, 
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A Tadgement of 

I THall make 'no further uſe of rhis Table, 'as 'to the 
point in hang , than only to infer thence , Firſt, That if 
ſo vaſt a multitude of Comets have appeared fince the - 
Birth of our Saviour ( namely One Iindred eighty and 
eight in leſs than Seventeen hundred years) then *ris nor 
credible (Nature being not changed in its vigour or courſe 
by his coming) but that there were many more, - in thoſe 
3947 Years of the World before his time, than through 
want of Records we are able to retkon up. Now if it 
may be admitted, that Comets were'as Crandle (pro- 
portionably to the time ) before Cliriſt , as they have 


|been ſince, it will follow there have been near Six hun- 


out of the Hoſt of Heaven, Jupiter has not yet finiſhe 
his Revolution Five hundred times ; nor Sat«rs his, near 
ſo much as Two hundred : Therefore, *according to this 


dred of them already. But it is ſure from the firſt — 


account the appearance of Comets will be much'leſs a rare 


occurrent in time, than theſe Planets'manning their natu- 
ral ſtages. 

However, Secondly, It being grarited, 'as I ſeenot how 
it can be denied, that they have been ſo numerous ſince 
Chriſt's time, they cannot now be reckoned of fiich pro- 
digious note ; ſeeing that that which comes to paſs once 
in eight or nine Years (one with another) and ſometimes 
once a year for divers years together, nay ſometimes 
twice, thrice, or oftner in one year, cannot reaſonably 
be looked upon as matter of wonder or. aſtoniſhment. 
And if any ſhall diſcredit the account, 'and think it over- 
charged, ſuch perſons ought to be minded that ſince the 
Year 1664, v7z. in ſixteen Years we out ſelves, who-are 
now alive, may remember four or frve Comets to have 


appeared ; that is more propertionably to the years, than 


© 5s chirped before. ' Yea TI verily believe, as is. obſerved 


Cardan de rex. 
Var. i. I. 


by Cardan, there are very many which are not feen, and 
ſo centred into no Hiſtories nor to be accounted ; _> 
ing 
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being no reaſon why moſt of the Comets of which we 
are able to give account ſhould haye appeared Gither'in 
the Eyening or near the Morning, bur that thoſe are the 
times when Curious People watch for"them, or. rather 
that People axe abroad : Whereas reckoning” the multi: 
- tude of Nights wherein the Heayen 18 clouded, 6r no 
confiderative Obſervers out of doors all the dead time of 
the Night, no account is to be given what appearances 
have preſented themſeives in the Heavens all thoſe ſea- 
ſons. Add hereto, that the accounts we have are only of 
ſuch which are ſeen in rhe more civilized and better in- 
habited parts of the World ; whereas undoubtedly Co- 
mets appear indifferently over Seas, Deſerts, unknown 
and uninhabited Countries , as well as over the happier 
Regions. Generally then, Comets are no extraordinary 
Occurrents. 


Now that this particular Comet is no extraordinary 
one, much leſs, as ſome think, ſuch the like to which ne- 
yer before appear'd, I ſhall not queſtion to make as evi- 
dent as any thing I have yet faid. | 

Comets may ho eſteemed extraordinary , and ſo more 
dreadful, cither from their Colour, Light, Figure, Seaſon, 
Motion, Concomitants, Change , Diſtance, Bulk or Dura- 
tion. AS to. cach of theſe, I will aſſign inſtances of Co- 
mets moſt widely excceding this. 


The moſt dreadful colours Comets can be well conceiv- 
ed to appear in, I take to be the Black, or the Fiery Red. 
By thoſe. which the Aſtronomers fall Black, I prefume 
they mean ſuch whoſe light is of a more Sullen, Saturnine, 
Leaden caſt, inclined to Livid. And really methinks 
ſuch are a kind of ghaſtly ſight, and ſhould bid as fair as 
any to be of fatal preſage. + Now of this hue have di 
verſe appeard as may be ſeen in the Table , particularly 
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T'ſHall make 'nb further uſe of rhis Table, 33 'to the 
point in hang , than only to infer thence , Firſt, That if 
ſo vaſt. a multitude of Comets have appeared fince the - 
Birth of, our Saviour ( namely One hiindted eighty and 
eight in leſs than Seventeen hundred yeats) then *ris nor 
credible (Nature being not changed in its vigour or courſe 
by his coming) but that there were many more, -in' thoſe 
3947 Years of the World before his time, than through 
want of Records we are able to retkon up. Now if it 
may be admitted, that Comets were'as Cequih ( pro- 
portionably to the time ) before Chriſt , as they have 


.been ſince, it will follow there have been near Six hun- 


dred of them already. Bur it is ſure from the firſt ſettin 
out of the Hoſt of Heaven, Frpiter has not yer finiſhe 
his Revolution Five hundred times ; nor Satars his, near 
ſo much as Two hundred : Therefore, *according to this 


account the appearance of Comets will be much'leſs a rare 


occurrent in time, than theſe Plancts'munning their natu- 
ral ſtages. 

However, Secondly, It being grarited, 'as I ſee-not how 
it can be denied, that they have been ſo numerous ſince 
Chriſt's time, they cannot now be reckoned of filich pro- 
digious note ; ſeeing that that which comes to paſs once 
in cight or nine Years (one with another) and ſometimes 
once a year for divers years together , nay ſometimes 
twice, thrice, or oftner in one yeat, cannot reaſonably 
be looked upon as matter of wonder or. aſtoniſhment. 
And if any {hall diſcredit the accolint, 'and think it over- 
charged, ſuch perſons ought to be minded that ſince the 
Year 1664, viz. in ſixteen Years we'out ſelves, whorare 
now alive, may remember four or five Comets to have 
appeared; that is more propertionably to the years, than 


© is chtirged before. © Yea I verily believe, as is obſerved 
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by Cardan, there are very tiny which are not feen, and 
ſo centred into no Hiſtories nor to be accounted ; _—_ 
ing 
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being no reaſon why moſt of the Comets of which we 
are able to give account ſhould haye appeared &ither'in 
the Eycning or near the Morning, bur that thoſe are the 
rimes when Curious People watch for'them) or. rather 
that People ape abroad : Whereas reckoning" the multi: 
- tude of Nights wherein the Heayen 1s clouded, or no 
conſiderative Obſeryers out of doors all the dead time of 
the Night, no account is to be given what appearances 
have preſented themſelves in the Heavens all thoſe ſea- 
ſons. Add hereto, that the accounts we have are only of 
ſuch which are ſeen in the more civilized and better in- 
habited parts of the World ; whereas undoubtedly Co- 
mets appear indifferently over Seas, Deſerts, unknown 
and uninhabited Countries, as well as over the happier 
Regions. Generally then , Comets are no extraordinary 


OCCuUrrents. 
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Now that this particular Comet is no extraordinary 
one, much leſs, as ſome think, ſuch the like to which ne- 


yer before appear'd, I ſhall not queſtion to make as evi-" 


dent as any thing.I have yet faid. 

Comets may be eſteemed extraordinary , and ſo more 
dreadful, cither from their Colour, Light, Figure, Seaſon, 
Motion, Concomitants, Change , Diſtance, Bulk or Dura- 
tion. AS to. cach of theſe, I will aſſign inſtances of Co- 


-mets moſt widely exceeding this. 


The moſt dreadful colours Comets can be well conceiv- 
ed to appear in, I take to be the Black, or the Fiery Red. 
By. thoſe. which the Aſtronomers fall Black, I preſume 
they mean ſuch whoſe light is of a more Sullen, Saturnine, 
Leaden caſt, inclined to Livid. And really methinks 
ſuch are a kind of ghaſtly ſight, and ſhould bid as fair as 
any to be of fatal preſage. . Now of this hue have di- 
verſe appeard as may be oo in the Table , particularly 
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A Judgement of 
Anno Dom. 1107, 1457, 1477, Oc. but how reaſonably 
any black cffets have been aſſigned to them we will ſee 
anon... In the mean time the Frery or Bloody Red (of 
which Colour when Comets look, we are told they par- 
take of Mars) is perhaps no leſs dreadful than the former, 
more indeed if we may credit the Poets, who ſtill take 
this complexion to make up the Character of ſuch, which 


they would have us believe to have been moſt formida- 
ble and dire. 


Liquid? fiquando note Comete 
Sanguinet lugubre rubent. —— 


When Bloody Comets in clear Night 
Glow with a deep and deadly Light. 


And of this firſt it is obvious to obſerve in the Table have 
appcared more, than of any other tin&ture. I will name 
only two of many, as a little more remarkable. In the 
Year of our Lord 1066 appeared one not only flaming 
but caſting abroad Fires into the Sky. And that is re- 
corded to have bcen of a deep bloody colour, which Mat- 
thew of Weſtminſter tells us appeared in Emg/and (bur in- 
deed, as upon good authority I have ſet in the Table, all 
the World over in a manner) a little before the Normax 
Conqueſt. Bur this ours, when in the greateſt pomp of 
terrour, reſembled only the colour of a bright Moon, or, 
as ſome who ſaw it with the advantage of Glaſſes, liker 
Fupiter, that is more propitious. 


As to light, ſome have ſhone almoſt as ſtrong and clear 
as the Sun: ſuch was that which appeared in the year of 
our Lord 999. ſo dreadful, that people roſe out of their 
beds, thinking their Houſes had been on fire. That al- 
ſo, which was ſeen over Babylon at midnight, ſo bright that 
« was taken for the Sun it ſelt, and the Courſe 9 ws 
0 
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(of Day and Night) a while thought inverted, Sep?. 23. 
1532. Did ours ſhine thus, we might indeed eſteem it a 
Prodigy. 

The Form or Shape of others has conciliated to them 
much dread. Aſtrologers affirm thoſe in the figure of 
a Spit (ſharp, ſlender and of indifferent length) to be moſt 
miſchieyous in their effe&ts. Of this ſort have many ap- 
peared , and the Artiſts tell us, faith my Author, their 
Events are ſlow but fad. T1 omit that of 1558. and look 
back to 1391. as more remarkable in its operations: For 
about a year after Bajazet fat down before Conſtantinople, 
(leſſer accidents we'l take no notice of) and after ſeven 
years the Siege was raiſed , and he being taken by 7a- 
merlain , was pur into an Iron Cage, and carried fo in 
triumph through 4/a. Had he been truſſed and roaſted, 
the Prediction had had ſome ſhadow of Analogy. Bu 
theſe kind of Prophets are to be excuſed upon thoſe im- 
portant conſiderations of their own dignity, and the worlds 
being unworthy of them. We ought to underſtand Com- 
mon people are not fit to foreknow, and 'tis below theſe 
Gentlemen to foretel (that is to particularize) any Event, 
rill it is come to paſs. For it people ſecing a Spit, were 


at the ſame time told they were to underſtand it a Cage, 


they are ſo dull, it would not be beaten into their heads. 
Bur there being commonly (and very wiſely) ſome half a 
ſcore years (or ſuch other number as occaſion ſhall ſerve) 
betwixt the firſt (inform) Intimation, and the mature 
(formed) Prophecy, / which by another name we call the 
Event) if in ſuch traCt of time, all things under the Sun 
being ſubject to change, ſome little variation between the 
PrediCtion and its Complement ſhould bertide, what pow- 
er on Earth can help it 2 And as to this, how little was it 
Can any man alive ſay that in cight or nine years { the 
time demanded ex poſt fatto to intervene between the 
Comet and Bajazets fall) a Spit might not be forged in- 
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to Grates 2 Well then, the fiery Spit did ſignifie Bajazets 
cold Iron Houſe, and they are ignorant Fools that deny 
it. *Twas as fair a Judgment as any Son of Art need to 
make of a Comet. But to return from this digreſſion : 
Ordinary people would look upon flaming Swords, or 
burning Javelins, and ſuch like inſtruments of ſlaughter, 
as more dreadful ſhapes than Spits: bur theſe we are tald 
are a very common ſpecies of Comets, known therefore 
by the trite names of X7phie and Acontie, Oc. in Phyſt 
ologiſts; wherefore we'l paſs them. Only becaufe I per- 
ceive the form of the preſent Comer much amuſes , I 
ſhould be wanting to my deſign, it I ſhould not give ac- 
count of ſome of more dreadful fhapes than rhis we ſee,or 
indeed than any yet related, which norwithſtanding did 
not determine the Worlds days, nor fubvert the ſeveral 
Kingdoms in which they appeared. And firſt, what ſhall 
we think of that celebrated by Pliny and diverſe other of 
the Antients, of ſolong time ago, that it is the fifth Co- 

met” we have any account of, which appeared in the form 
of a Fire infolding it ſelt like a Serpent, whoſe vaſt glow- 
ing head wrapt it ſelf round inwards towards its tail, na- 
med by the King of Egypt (from a Tyrant his Predeceſ- 
ſor there) 7yphon 2 Anno Mundi 2.453. Yet notwithſtand- 
ing this, the World has ſtood above three thouſand years 
ſince. Again in the year of our Lord 451. over the Ifland 
of Great Britain was ſeen a Star of a wonderful bigneſs, 
to the train of which hung a fiery Sword not unlike a 
Dragon (wel ſuppoſe it a Juſty Fauchion) and as out of 
the Dragons mouth iſſued rwo vaſt Raies, whereof one 
reached as far as France, the other extending it ſelf to- 
wards Zreland divided into ſeven leſſer Raics, This is 
not ſo dreadful as that which follows: In the year 1527. 
about 4 in the morning, not only in the Palatine of Rhein, 
but almoſt all over Europe, preſented'it ſelf for an hour and 


quarter blazing every day a moſt horrible Comet in this ſort. 
It 
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# noſe due Eaſt, and went on aloft to the Aeriehew, being 
fell the more copſpiexous as it run nearer North, ſetting in 
the Weſt, The length ſuppoſe of its Train] was immenſe, 


of a bloudy colour, an to a ſaffron. From the top of 


its Train appeared a bended arm, in the hand whereof was 
.an huge Sword in the inſtant poſture of ſtriking. At the 
Point of the Sword was one Star, at each edge of it one other, 
-but' that at the, peiat the biggeſt of the three. From theſe 
Stars. proceeded dusky Raits, like an hairy Tail : on the 
fide of them other Raies like Favelins, or leſſer Swords, (Ra- 
pier blades we'l ſuppoſe) as imbrued in bloud, between which 
appeared humane faces of the colour of blackiſh Clonds with 
rough hair and beards. All theſe moved with ſuch terrible 
© ſparkling. and brightneſs, that many Spectators ſwooned with 
"fear. Siich Comets as theſe may juſtly affright indeed, 


” and I could produce half a dozen ach relations out of 


creditable Authors ; but I will add: no more of Comets 
extraordinary by their ſhape and form,' this being enough 
to prove the. preſent not ſuch. | 


' The time or ſeaſon in which a man would leaſt expe&t 
_ a Comet is by day. Ours indeed is modeſt, and appears 
not till the.Sun is ſufficiently withdrawn : bur ſome have 


'5 


510. 


been ſo bold as to face him; as that in Augytus his time, Senec- Nar.Q, 
when heentertained his people with royal Shews' ahd'So- * 7 © 17-, 


lemnities in honour of his Mother Yenus ; which yer was 
looked upon as. very auſpicious. , But in the year 367. 
"when «las the Emperor was engaged in the War againſt 
the Perfrans, in which he was flain, a' Comet  appeired 
in clear day , and this was accounted faral not only to 
the Emperor, but to the Delphick Temple : for diverſe 
"Earthquakes (forſooth) being the Effefts of that Comer, 
in one of thicm fell thar Temple, and was never rebuilr. 
Again, in the ycar 687. on Chriſtmas day appeared a 
dreadtul Star near the Plezades, and was ſeen night _ 
| ay 
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day till the Epiphany , ſoon after one Pope died (Bexe- 
ditt IT.) and (which was very wonderful) another came 


in his room (Fohn V.) But the boldeſt CometT haye mer . 


with was that 1106. Feby. 3. which in appearance ſeemed 
not to be above a Cubits diſtance from the Sun. To 
conclude this point how prodigious ſoever Comets by day 
may ſeem to us, it would ſeem by Carday, as he reports 
from the Scafaring Spaniards, that in Braſil and thoſe 
parts they are not very infrequent &bntinuing day and 
night. However then this is leſs marvellous than thoſe. 


By their Motion Comets may ſeem extraordinary, ei- 
ther for their Swiftneſs, or unnatural Courſe. For ſwitt 
motion,.-it is delivered to us by an old Tradition, that a 
little before Noahs Floud a Comet run through the whole 
Zodiack in the ſpace of one month. Bur this may ſeem 
fabulous, nor will I concern my ſelf for its truth : that 
which follows-I can relate on better credit. In the year. 
I472. Fan. 13. appeared a Comet in Libra, which run 
backwards through the Zodzack, at firſt indeed more 
ſlowly, after a while 40 degrees at length 120 de 
cach day. Anſwerable hereto is that which Zerelzus talks 
of, which in two days time run through eight Signs, that 
is two thirds of the Heaven. Now I cannot believe 
the preſent Comet, at its ſwifteſt rate, has moved , (I 
mean by its proper motion , which is North- Eaſtward , 
and in a greater circle or very neer it) aboye three degrees 
in 2.4 hours : and then the proporrion of its motion (as 
to ſwiſtneſs) to the motion of theſe laſt named, will be 
only as 3. to 120. that isa forticth part. 

The Anomaly of Motion is generally obſerved very ex- 
travagant in Comets. Some have ſet out from rhe North 
and gone Eaſtward, as that A. D. 48. others have gone 
ſtraight from Weſt to North, as did that x582. with a 
very ſwift motion. One, which Matt. Weſtminſter m—_ 

| roſe 


— 
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roſe in the Eaſt , and when it was come near the mid- 44 4D. 1118 


Heaven run ſtraight back again. And whereas gene- 
rally Comets imitate the, motion of the Planets (by 
whom ſome will perſuade us, they are afted and 
verned) there have been, which have run through the 
Twelve Signes (contra ſeriem) retrograde, as did one, 
of which Zevelius gives the relation, in, 48 days. 
ut ſome have taken ſuch wild vagaries, that except 
one were to try tricks or puzzle ſome pretender up- 
on the Globes, it would be tedious to ſet them down. 
Thar of March 8. 1556 run with aſwift courſe to Spica 
Virginis, thence to the Greater, thence to the Leſſer 
Bear; then back again to Cepheus, and ſo to Sature 
then in Arzes, and before Eafter-day it was got before 
the Sun, and ſeen before his riſing till the end of April. 
One, which took a ſtranger dance than this, may be 
ſeen in. Rockenb. Exempl. Comet An. Dom. 1580. the 
relation whereof for ity fake I omit: and fay 
touching the motion of the preſent Comet , that if 
there were any thing wo 


holding on its firſt courſe. Of thoſe which have been 
without any motion ar all, and ſtood as it were fixt 
in the place where they firſt appeared, of which ſorr 
Epigenes in Seneca reckons all to be ( qui ardorem undi- 
gue effundunt) which emit light all about, and where- 
of diverſe may be obſerved in the Table, I ſhall fay 
nothing , being that this of ours bad motion true c- 
nough, *y cannot therefore be thought wonderful for 
want of it. 


We are then next to view thoſe, whoſe attendant + 


have rendred them formidable. Diſmal are the preten- 
ces of the Star-prophets, when Comets appear at the 
D rime 


in it, *twould beſo / 
much conſtancy, and proceeding as it begun, or fo far | 


Nas, Qu, 1. 7. 


_ 
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time of ſome conſiderable Eclipſe. That in the Year 
1477 in a very ſhort time had for its retinue no leſs 
than four Eclipſes ; yet was not at all fo wonderful in 
my opinion as that 4. H. 3795, which appeard with 
the pomp of three Suns. Sometimes they haye Earth- 
quakes as well as Eclipſes attending them , as that 
A. D. 814. at other times Fire falling from Heaven 
and divers fiery Meteors or Impreſſions in ſhape of 
Spears , Swords , Dragons, &c . of which a multitude 
might be reckoned up, particularly thoſe in the Yeats 
I352, 1523, 1543» 1545 , &c. butT forbear. ' Ours. 
we are ſurc has no ſuch dreadful ſtate. I have heard 
indeed, that on December 23, which was ten days 
after I ſaw the preſent Comet, a t Meteor was 
ſeen.to ſhoot violently from Eaft to Weſt about fix ih 
the Morning, and'tolcave behind for neer two thirds 
of a Quadrant a'long, train of light, which lafted neer 
a.quarter of 'an hour. . I confeſs T ſuſpe@ a little this 
duration of irs track.,' but ' otherwiſe conceive the ap- 
pearance to haye beert only” a copious exhalation or 
tme Meteor. For ſuch trains or tracks of light (of 
ſmall continuance) are not unuſual upon the fall of the 
body of the exhalation The Prince of Poets, who 
does'nor uſe to fail in his deſcriptions, more than once 
thus repreſents them. | 


Stellas— 
Pracipites Celo labi, noi per umbras 


Flammarum longos a tergo albeſcere trattus. 


When Stars through Heaven ſhoot in ſhade of night, 
They leave behind them glaring ſtreams of light. 


And 
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And again, 
, Tam longe limite ſulcus 
Dat lucem & late circim loca ſulphure fumant. 


Through a vaft track a lightſome furrow gleams, 
And all the Coaſt about with Sulphur ſteams. 


This then my old Friend will not ſuffer me to eſteem 
any thing extraordinary. But I muſt contradt. 


Some Comets have ſtrangely altered their ſhape and 
thereby encreaſed terror. "That of the year 3609, which 
preceded the conflagration of Diana's Temple at Ephe- 


ſus, appeared firſt with a buſhy beard, then turn'd in- 


to a burning Spear. Ours has been ſtill like it ſelf 
(only the: top. of its train a while, as 'twere a little 
rounded' on one fide) till DR by degrees, and 
herein ſuffering: che common tate of all things, it ſeems 
to be upon its departure. 

As to diſtance from us, thoſe I conceive moſt terrible 
whick hang in-the neighbouring air, I mean which are 
neef'us. Indeed theſe rather ſeem Comets than are 
ſuch.” I will not therefore deny 'but fome of theſe 
have been and may be extraordinary works, or meſ. 
ſengers of God. And ſuch take I rhat to haye been 


over Jeruſalem the year before its final deſtru&ton in 4. Dd. 72, vw! 
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the likeneſs of a flaming Sword. Burt I am very well 70- 


aſſured this was far ehough from us, and above the 
Moon conſiderably. + 


The main point which wilt ſtick with us is'its ex- 
tent or bulk. Now in making due eſtimate- of the fize 
of Comets, regard (in my- judgment): ought _—_ 

D 2 


#15. 
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had more to the body than to the train. I find, May 
4- 1543- one to haye appear'd,: which looked in the 
Heavens bigger than'a' great Milſtone. And 4. . 
381g. a little before Scipio's taking Carthage, there was 
one for Magnitude and Globar figure hike the Sun. 
Seneca exprelly fa it was no leſs. Bur if any think, 
that for want of later Mathematical improvements 
theſe relations are uncertain, let us hear FZevelins, who 
aſſures us, that by exquiſite inſtruments and rules he 
took the magnitude of the late Comet, Decemd. 1664. 
and found its true Diameter to be 2560 Germay miles 
(that is about 7680 of ours) by which computation 
ir muſt have been three times bigger than the Earth, 
and almoſt ſix times ' bigger than. the Moon, I-want 
Iaſtruments to do as much for this: bur as far as Fcan 
learn from thoſe who have them, or my ſelf gueſs by 
my naked eye, this. is one of the leaſt that .has been 
ſeen, except haply that of 1677. according to the rc: 
port of ſome who ſaw it. 18 cl 
Yer herein, will ſome fay, lies the Prodigy, that 
from fo ſmall a body ſhould proceed ſo vaſt a train. 
To which I muſt take the liberty to return, that it is 
2 great miſtake to account the luminous tail of Comets 
to be due to the lipht in, or of their bodies: and I ſhall 
preſently ſhew, that both: the light of the body and. 
train iſſues from the Sun.. Mean-while, I am only con- 
cern'd*to give ſome inſtances which may evince the 
train of this Comet not to be of fuch unparalleFd. 
rude as is thought. In the year of our Lord 400. 
(according to Buronius's computation ) before the ir- 
ruption of Gainas the Goth into the Empire, appeard 
a Comet, whoſe tail being downwards, reached from 
the body almoſt to the carth. Thar of 60x is faid 
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of the viſible*Heaven” A-third in 677 from Eaſt to j 
rhe-yery {erting of the Sun... That of 2565 (terribili rohent. | 
fra-ardore & flammi dimidim fere cli occupied) feiz- | 
cdalmoft rhe whole Hemiſphere with its dreadtu} heat 
and flame. ' The tail of another in Fuxe 1456 took up 
twoiwhole ſigns of the Zodjack , thar+ is-one foxrh of 
the. Circle of the whole Heavens. -I read in Seneca of Nar. 2.1. v. 
one; whoſe train was eſtcemed in appearatice as big. as © 15: 
the whole Ga/axy. If theſe be not, Hevelius his ac- pry, phileſ. 
count will be judged accurate, who tells of the trains Tran/ Vol. 3. 
of divers, ſome 60, ſome 75, ſome 104 degrees long. N-4® 
I am well aſſured theſe two laſt out of Fevelins, and 
believe moſt of thoſe others out of the other alledged od 2B 
Authors were conſiderably .larger than this ever was; W £ 
which if twice or thrice exceeding 50 degrees in length, 
at other times fell much ſhort; and (not to mention 
here what great variation the different diſpoſition of ths 
our pens”) An or Medium through which we behold : 
all app in Heaven, cauſes in the meaſures of 
all. ſuch appearances.) I conceive the bredth of no part 

it was many minutes above two degrees at any 
time. Mr. Flamſted is reported at the Obſervatory by FT, 
Greenwich to have adjudged it Dec. 21. (at ſix of the ©. | 
clock, 3o min.) no leſs 70 degrees in length, and .& 
2 degrees in breadth. Some of my Friends in Dublin 
_— 7 h. 30 min: took it to be 7 5 degrees in 
length: and this is the largeſt account I have heard of. 
Art other times 2.5 degr. 30, 34, 40, 45, Were its more 
uſual ſize. This on'y I ſhall add, that on Decemd: 1 5. 1." 
when it appeared largeſt here, and could not be leſs \ \ 
than 60 degrees or upwards ,. as was plain by tracing: | 
ts train on the Globe, at that very time Mr. Flam/ted' 
affirms it at Zoydon bur 45 degrees ſo that there is all 
the reaſon inthe World for that.concluſion. of _; 
9 . 


\ 
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that the 7ails of Comets, not only to druers, But to the 
wery ſelf ſame obſervers , appear of fifferent fizes, ſome- 


' times ſhorter, ſometimes longer, \yea euen on the ſame 


rights all -which muſ} þe in a great' meaſure-impur- 
1 to refraction, and the yarying thickneſs or thinneſs 
of the Air or Med; in that place, where we behold 
them. Now things which are thus various, caſual' and 
uncertain , what of Judgement will account pro- 


—_—..::.. . 


Nothing then, in all the regards above treated of 
have we found extraordinary in this Comet, and leaſt 
of all will its duration be found fuch. Irs firſt appear- 
ance here was December 13. between Four and Five in 
the Evening, though at London it was ſeen on the x04; 
by reaſon of the difference of Air and Weather in/a 
great meaſure without doubt. I hear indeed a Comer 
was ſeen at Rome November 18. (of their ftile I fappoſe) 
in the Morning near Spica Virginis, and at Gheyt in 
Flanders the 2.2. after; about 4 h. x5 min. Morn.«diſtant 
from Spica 14 degrees and a half, and from Arras - 
32 degr. But though I will cafily adqmit.that Comee 
to have been the ſame with ours, yer ſure it'could no? 
operate with us (at leaſt not be-a Sign or Prodigy- tg 
us) till it appeared here. I perſiſt therefore to date- it 
here December 13. or thereabouts (for two or--three 
days is not material in this regard.) And now I'write 
this Fanyary 17. it ſeems to have as 7ood as taken its 
leave: 'tis as much as I can do to perceive it. with my 
naked Eye. I do verily believe, he would be ho falls 
Prophet, who ſhould ſay it will diſappear, as to us, 
under ſix weeks from the time it was firſt ſeen with us: 
Now though it is moſt certain P/izy was\much miſta- 
ken in his reſolving, that the ſhorteſt duration'sf Co- 

mets 
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mets-was Seven days, and the longeſt Eighty (Seneca, x 


who was at no conſiderable diſtance from him, : allow- 
ing Six /Months to: be no-extraordinary: term, andthe 
Table,atteſts more}: yet it is evident, that according ro 
that fo faulty account. of Plinyes, our preſent Comet 


obſerves a very ſtrict. mediocrity, and ſo neither in this 


reſpe& is any extraordinary one. 


Nor will indeed any reaſonable perſon entertain much 
more wonder either at Comets themſelves, or at any 
of their accidents, than he does at other natural 
occurrences, if he will pleaſe to lay afide that ac- 
count- of the generation and ſubſtance: of Comets; 
which ſeems only deviſed by 4ri/orle (contrary tathe 
ſenſe of the Antients, and of the beſt Aſtronomers thar 
then had been) .on purpoſe: ( as far as I can imagine ) 


ro-amuſe the World. Not concerning our felves there-- 


fore for that Hypotheſis of his , let us-liearken. to a 
more eaſie ont , and. ſuppoſe, Firſt,, That there are 


many more Stars in; Heaven than: we either ſee:or can. 


find on Record ; and indeed ,, that many of them are 
not ordinarily viſible , as well by reaſon: of: the weak- 
neſs or dimneſs of their own.light, as: alſo; for that 
they are very commonly neer the Sun and-as- it were 
abſorpt in his light, and laſtly becauſe perhaps tlicir-Ac. 
ceſſes to us are more rare. This ſuppoſition., as far 
as it concerns Comets (the matter in hand ) is not 


new, but was the Doctrine of many Antients. Sunt v1; [upre.. 


qui hac fydera perpetua eſſe credunt , ſavq; ambitu ire ; 
ſed non nif relitta a fole cerni, faith Pliny. Some con- 
cerve theſe Stars, which we call Comets, to be perpetual 
ones , and to move in their own proper courſe; but not be- 
coming viſible , ſave when at due removals from the Sun. 
And Seneca names Artemidorus , as being, amongſt 


others; 
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others, a ſtrong aſſerror of this opinion. But Servias 
avouches the $torcks more at large for it, and tells us, 


ad Encid 10 they reckon up above Thirty of theſe Stars, all whoſe 


Names and Eftets one Abjenu ſung in Iambicks : a 


De Rer. varie- ſad ditty . therefore we muſt imagin it was. Carden 


eat. Lib. 1.c.1. 


Prefat. in 
Droprric, 


De ſwbtilit. ad 
at. Cardan. 
Exercit . 79. 


with a little alteration, and many other Moderns have 
taken it up. Burt if in the general it ſhould be denied, 
Galileus his Syderizus Nuncius, and dayly experience by 
Teleſcopes are uncontrollable proofs ot it. 

Secondly let theſe ufuall latent Stars be ſuppoſed 
neither opake bodies, (as the Moon is thought, nor 
yet ſo compa as thoſe of ſtrong and glorious lighr, 
but of a ſlighter, thinner, yer pellucid frame, apt to re- 
ceive and reflect light, and yet to tranſmit it refratted 
through their bodies. This Xep/er aſſures us he plainly 
faw by the help of his Optick Glaſſes. | 

Laftly, if any imagin the Zzher, or fine Air of the 
Celeſtial Orbs above the Moon, to be too thin a Me- 
dium for refratted raies to appear inviſible to us, -let it 
be ſuppoſed the ſeveral Stars (as our earth) have. each 
their reſpective Atmoſpheres ( in the vaſt compaſs of 
the Heavens there's room enough without doubt for 
them) and in thoſe Atmoſpheres raies tranſmitted 
throughrheir bodies from the Sun may be eaſily conceiy- 
ed viſible. Scaliger tells us of an artificial repreſenting 
the Tay! of a Comet by a Globe of Glaſs. Suppoſe it 
ſo placed before a light, that the SpeQtators beholding 
it a convenient ſtation , the raies of the light 
ſhould appear darted into a dark room as it were em- 
bodied, what more like the Tayl of a Comet? This 
Experiment ſome preſent Yirtuoft have improved by fill- 
ing the Glaſs-Ball with Water , and ſo making the ap- 
pearance ſtronger. 


- 
. 
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PUREE II ——_— — > _—_ — 


—_ 


the COMET 1680. 25 


Theſe things thus ſuppoſed (and becauſe. each has 
its evidence I might challenge to be granted) I fay if at 
any time ſuch obſcure and thin Stars, as deſcribed, come 
forth into a meet Poſition to the Sun, they ſhall thence 
receive and refle& ſo much light as to make them viſt 
ble ; and the Solar raies, paſling through their Bodies, 
ſhall make a Tail ( viſible by reaſon of and ) in their 
Atmoſphere oppoſite to the Sun; that is a Comet, and 
ſuch an one as we now behold; is naturally produced.- - 


I concern not my ſelf rouching the centers of theſe F 18. 
Stars. Orbes , where to be aſſigned, nor touching the 
Nature and Laws of their motion. - *Tis enough to 
my purpoſe that they, as all the Planets 7. have their 
proper courſe and periodical revolution; and then if 
they keep and accompliſh this, not: only Comets may 
be naturally, but except Nature alter its courſe, Co- 
mets muſt be: - Nor am I moved at all with Ricciolas's 
aſſertion, rhat from the Year 1618 to the Year in 
which he wrote 1650, (z.e.) for 32 Years) no Comet 
atall appcared in Europe :-the anſwer is obvious; none 
was obſerved, and I have already given very probable 
reaſons to evince, there happen many more 'Comets 
than are ſeen. [10/4 | | 

This Hypotheſis ſerves as an caſic ſolution of all Co- 
mets, whoſe train proceeds as from the Sun : and tho 
it is commonly affirmed by ſome Moderns, that there 
are none which caſt a train towards the Sun, yet I muſt 
confeſs I have read of diverſe ſuch, tho at firſt with a 
little incredulity. One at hand I! mention. In the 
Year 1211, in the Month May for Eighteen days, ap- 
pcar'd a Comet with its tail [z» Orientem ſolem obverſa] cums. t 
turn'd againſt the Riſing Sun, tho I believe far cnough Geft. Polon.l.7. 
from it. Now as I cannot reject the authority of all - 

thoſe, 
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thoſe, who have recorded ſach relations astheſe to. us; 
fo I am no farther preſt hereby, than to ſuppoſe fuch 
Comets (if any there have been) ro have appearcd ar 
great diſtance irom the Sun, and to have ſhone only neces 
about the depth of the night, and then it is bur conclu- 
ding of them (as Cardan does of Comets in peneral) 
that they are produced by the incidencics of the raies 
of diverſe neighbouring P , or of other big Stars 
meeting, and as it were uniting force, upon ſuch Ca- 
leſtial body as before ſuppoſed, which body by ſuch re- 
flected light becomes viſible, and may have fome fhorrt 
and faint train produced by the 47 my Ay of 
thoſe Stars, as the more ordinary Comets have from 
the Sun. And this may appear more palatable ro fome 
men; for that Monſieur Auzout confelies , he has feen 
ſome Comets at ſome times much brighter than they 
uſed to be at others, by reafon ot ſome Stars coming 
into their vicinity. $0 that, of all Comets of any uf 
al figures we have an eafie account (which I concieve. 
I could enlarge without much difficulty to the ſolving 
moſt of the Queſtions 1 have heard put touching Co- 


moets,. were that my deſign.) And as to thoſe of more- 


extrordinary or irre ſhapes, I muſt ingenuouſ. 
ly acknowledge I ſuſpe&t many of the Relations to. 
be in a great part fabulous, and abuſive. - Ages, which 
foiſtedin the moſt fantaſtical reports into their Religion, 


; might eaſily admit ſome leſs obnoxious into Hiſtory. 
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But I would ſtill be underſtood to allow for ſome Signes 
in Heaven, which have been called Comets, but were 
the more immediate works of God, and perhaps ap- 
pearances of Angels at Gods direQion, and for ends. 
propoſed to himlelf, of which more anon. 


In the mean while this we have, as the ſum of _ 
us. 


, ad.” Aa eons co CUE. I. 
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has been ſaid yet, That Comets in general are Ordi. 
nary and Natural ies, that they happen much 
oftner perhaps than we hear of, and have no more won- 
der in them (in ſome regards haply left) than other 
produtts of Nature, and particularly that this Comer 
is Very far from being an extraordinary one of its kind. 


From what has been thus diſcourſt may appear, how 
vain thoſe pretences are (which ſo much aftright, in- 
deed ar preſent almoſt aſtoniſh many) of the import 
and fi nification of Comets, and eſpecially of this. *Tis 
indeed a general (but very pteſumptive) maxim, avow- 
ed frequently to be grounded on long and conſtant ob- 
ſervations, that Comets hevyer appear without dreadful 
conſequents. Notonly the Judicious Secretaries of the 
Stars, but Philoſophers and Hiſtorians of all ſorts ate 
full of theſe ſuggeſtions. Even the great Polititian of 
Florence, as lite belief as he is ſfuſpetted ro have had 
for Chriſtianiry, had a plerophery of faith for the ef- 
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fets of Comets. [7 ut ſe res habeat, experientid certe machiav.Diſp, 
compertum habemus, talia fra ſequi folere magnos aliquos (+ 1-656. 


morns.] However the taſe flands, "tis found . by expert. 
ence, that ſome great commotions uſually follpw ſuch Signes: 
(He might have ſaid, with equal truth, »{ually go be- 


fore them, for fo cetainly they do and will till the Tem- 


ple of Fanus ſhall be out again, which he full well knew 
was much a rarer occurrence than Comets.) And from 
henee the Pocts, whoſe province i is to magnifie 
wharſoever is thought, or may create, wonder, or elſe 
will yield plentiful ſcope for fancy and Invention, have 
highly advanced the Conceit. Not a Batrel or a Plague, 
no nor the death of a Great Man can be ſung , but the 
Heavens muſt look odly in ſome part or other. Dread- 
tal appearances from aboye muſt aſher in thoſe = 

: E z Earth, 
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Earth. "Tis below the Dignity or Art of an Heroick 
Poet to omit any imaginable aggravatory of Horror. 


Sams Phar- Crinemque tremend; 
Jal. L.1. Syderis & terris mutantem regna cometan. 


Stars arm d with Bruſh & Dread through Heavens rangs, 
And Comets boding Kings and Kingdoms change. 


4 


And to omit more trite paſſages, | | 


Claudiande =——Noz illum navita tuto, 
Rept. Proſerp. Non inmpune vident populi, ſed crine minact ' | 
. 2 . 4 
Nunciat aut ratibus ventos aut urbibus hoſtes. 
If Comet ſhine by Sea or Land Us, | 


Spetators ſtill concerned ſtand: 
With bearded cg, it foreſhows | 
To Navies Storms, to Cities Foes. 


[r were cafie here to be copious: But let us conſider 

the imagination like people who have a Religion, which | 
ſhould place us above the abuſes of Superſtition or | 
ſenſeleſs fears, at leaſt who have yet ſome'reaſon leit, | 
which neither prejudice and vulgar preſumptions have | 
mancipated, nor fine fancies bewitched. | 


F 21, We ſee God, out of his Infinite Wiſdom in the make 
of the Humane Soul, has denied preſcience ro Man; 
and undoubtedly for moſt juſt reaſons, and with moſt | 
benign deſigns: perhaps as deſtructive to humane So- 
ciety and all poſſible methods of governing Kingdoms 
or Nations, but certainly as inconſiſtent with Chriſtian 
- Religion, which above all things teacheth us to live by 
Faith, and depend upon his gratious conduct and coun- 
ſel through all events and concerns. 


In whatſoeyer eſtate therefore of the Church he has 
thought 
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thought fit to communicate, whether ro any publick 
part of, the World or to any particular Perſons, any 
thing tuture of Concernment to them, he has either ent 
Prophets ( Men immediately inſpircd ) to foreſhew his 
pleaſure, or inſtirured Standing Oracles (ſuch as were 
the Mercy Seat, the Urim and Thummim, and Ephod 
among the Fews) for ſuch time as he. thought them fir, 
thar his Servants might conſult him by them; and when 
they come thereto devoutly and pioully diſpoſed, if God 
faw.it good for them, they received plain and catego- 
rical relolurions (fuchas became Gods gratious Wiſdom) 
of what they ſo enquired. - 1 . © ATOP 
Bur it is evident enough to. all men of found minds, 
that Prophets and Propheſies long ſince have ceaſed: 
and as to any Oracles ordained by God;:they fell much 
before the Jewiſh State. Both indeed might be neceſſa- 
ry in the Churches minority; and under that. Oecono: 
my : but now the very. firſt; point of real Chriſtianiry 
(and which till we attain unto; we are Chriſtians only 
in name, and not in good earneſt) being an intire ſelt- 
reſignation to Gods Will and Providence, be the 
events. what they ſhall; (to which*tis in a manner ne- 
ceſſary that we-know not the events before: hand , o- 
therwiſe the reſignation is nat fo intire-and Heroick) 
ris very improper there {ſhould be inthis-ftate of things 
any ſuch Prophetical Proviſions. - We-are 'now'to be 
taught by rational, not prodigious and as: it were com- 
pulfive, Topicks of Faith. Others Examples are to be 
our Admonitjons: to. which purpoſe God has-left his 
Church amply provided with Records, able to make us 


wiſe unto falvation, and has Inſtituted an Order of 


men, whoſe buſineſs it is to-inculcate theſe ; and if we 
will not hear them, neither would we be gained by one 
that ſhould come from the dead, much leſs will the ap- 


pearance _ 
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pearance of a glaring Meteor (as Comets are ording- 
rily eſteemed) ally reform vr bring us to 
tance. As to the prand Furutivies, ſuch as the diffolu- 
tion. of the World, the Day of Judgment, the reſar- 
retion of the Body, &c. as far as it is needful for us 
ro know them, they are fet down in Scri : and as 


ro lefler and more particular ones, beſides what has 


been ſaid of refighing all to'God, and being ready for 
whatever comes, we arc taupht, th the management of 
our affairs here, to implore wiſdom from God, to uſe 
our own prudence, the advice of fit and able friends 
(Prudentia eſt quedam Divinatio.) Tn a word, God's 
good Guidance and Prudential forcfight is, in particu- 
lar events, all the Revelation we muſt expe&, or which 
becomes the preſent ftate. | 

And the trurh is, all orher methods which beyond 
theſe men have ſought or deviſed to themſelves, fos 
foreſecing or forctelling any occurrences, are fo expref- 
ty forbidden by Scripture, that there'is no perfon who 
is not blind with prejudice, but muft acknowledge 
their unlawfulneſs or vanity. And particularly as to 


- Aſtrology, I conceive this forbidden to us, chiefly for 


this very reaſon, that 'tis ſo uncertain and fallacious. 


God was gracious in the Prohibition, and would not- 


have us labour in vain. I therefore declare, that T do 
and muſt, till T can ſee ſome ſolid grounds for the prin- 
ciples the Judicialliſts take up (even for their very 
Scheme of Houſes,) look upon Judicial Aſtronomy as 
the impudenteſt, as well as the eldeſt, cheat in the 
World, of all that pretend to knowledge. 

The ſuggeſtion that either it, or the Doctrine of 
the ſignification of Comets (which is its Siſter, if nor 
rather part of it) is founded, as ſurely as Medicine, up- 
on expcrience, and long obſervation, is utterly _ 

0 


the COMET 1680. — 


No more (ily, barbarqus, precarious, Books on carth, 
op thoſe, whos on A oo ers take _— 

vdgment. 1 can try, am y my; Wn body, 

Senna, Rhubarb, @c. purge; that Poppies, Opium, Os. in; 

duce ſleep. or Stupor;, and if I rake them in due quan- 

tity, all my reaſon or will cannot hinder thee eticgts in 
my body : but that ſuch an Aſpect of Saturn makes 
me dull 'or hgqvy: ; or if Mars inclingy me to, rage, an- 
ber or murder, I defy all the experience os ſenſe 1n the 

Noxld to. proye. In a word, no principles can be con- 
ceived more gratuitous and fantaſtical than thoſe which 
theſe men, proceed upon, being indeed built all upon 
meer imaginations, and the dotings of crazed Brains, 
or clſc upon Diabolical chears and Heatheniſm. 

To be ſhort, it can never, while the World ftands, 
be made our, as to. matter of fact, that fuch Events, 
pretended to be the Effefts of particular Configura: 
tions of the Heavens, or of Comets , to. which my 
diſcourſe rather confines me, (though they, who, write 
of Comets, tell us alſo their influences are various, ac- {he «wie. 
cording to the Signs they appear in, or according ta the 7ar.1.14.c.70. 
nature and Dominion of thoſe Stars, whoſe: ſignature 

they bear; ) I ſay it can neyer be made out, that 

theſe have any more connexion with them, than thar 
of Accidental Synchroniſm, and ſometimes nox that 
neither. Perhaps both have been in ſome places coin- 

cident in time : it cannot be proved they arc generally 

and perpetually ſo. The Learned Sca/iger putting thc 

Que ion inthis caſe, in his Excrcitations againſt Car- Exercit. 
dan, whether. Comets were ſigns or cauſes of futures 2 7% 5* 
relolves (bluntly, but honeſtly) They are neither. But 

not to depend on Authorities ro make this out, we 

will reduce the pretended ſignificancy. of Comets to its 
proper principles and cauſes. 


It 
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6 22, Tf Comets at all prenote future Events, they muſt do 
it either in ordinary courſe off Nature and Efficiency, 
or by Divirie Thſtiturion.” . T ſee not har third ground 
of their” fighificaricy eah_be aligned - &eept haply 
foe ſhould fay,5S by fortune;and theh Trhink a'thro\y 
at Dice were as wiſe an Oracle. 
As to any prophetick virtue of Comets deriveable 
from Nature, T think no more needs'to'be faid, thari 
to repreſent the ſtate of the Caſe, 'as the moſt Learned 
and Rational Aſſertor, that T believe it ever had, drew 
itup. Hear therefore that great Scholar Ferome Carday, 
whom Scaliger thought to be as ncer the higheſt pirch 
4 Ge Seen» 
De Rev. Vay. Cum ergo vidletur, tewuem eſſe aerem in modlite neceſſe 
{.I.c-Il. reft, Sc. Whenever a Comet u ſeex the Air muſt Jeet, be 
extremely thin, wherefore all the arjuntts and conſequents 
of the Airs being thin muſt then combine and begin to ope- 
rate. Firſt of all therefore are generated Winds : for Wa: 
ter eafily moves, becauſe 'tis thinner than Earth; 'and 
Earth moves not becauſe *tis groſſer; and Air moves more 
than Water, becauſe "tis thinner than Water; and in Air © 
thoſe parts that are thinneſt, and in that conſtitution when 
they are thinneſt move moſt. : 
Behold now an account of the firſt natural effe&t of 
Comets! And what ſhall we have next? Verily from 
extraordinary Winds I ſhould have expeCted Shipwrack 
and ſo Breaking of Merchants, and decay of Trade as 
the conſequents thereof; or elſe ſcattering of Navies 
and weakning of Commonwealths thereby ; or laſtly 
deſolation of ſome Countries ſubject to Hurricans, &c. 
Bur if the death of Princes muſt needs follow this effect 
of Winds, I ſhould have thought it would have come 
to paſs by fudden ruins, becauſe Lotty Palaces are more 


expoſed to Vwlent Guits than Humble Cottages: yet 
attend 
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attend both this event of the death of Princes in ano- 
ther method, and others too. 

.« Thence (ſays my Author) enſues the death of weak per- 
ſons, who uſe no exerciſe; are thoughtful and diſtrafted 
with” many cares, who feed finely and on delicate meats, 
who, indulge Venerial pleaſures, and who are eafily fick, aud 
mbo incline to old age or fleep little. + 
. © Why.then one would imagine firſt, that young Mar- 
tial Princes were ſecure fromthe effects of Comets (for 
thus chargQer ot ſoftneſs, age, &c. agrees not to them) 
and ſecongly that all. Princes were fafe enough from 
Violent ends, as far as predicted by Comets, for ac- 


= 


- cording to this dotrine the Ends of Princes, which Co- 


mets, prefage, muſt be in natural courſe and by Diſeaſes. 
But whoſoever ſhall examine our uſual Cometographers, 
will. find-this to haye been the effet of ſuch and ſuch a 
Comet , that this Great General was ſlain in a Battel, 
ahother Prince killed at home by Treachery;Poiſon,&c. 
Yet-no ſuch thing is. the. efteCt of ctieminacy or weak 
conſtitution. But our Author proceeds, as-if_ Princes 
ends prefaged by Comets had no connexion or depen- 
dence another agcigents. | .---, > | 
;» Becauſe; therefore (ſaith-he)) wot Princes are ſo [In 
Tralywe'l fupppte). 4 molt commonly happens, that ſome of 
them dye. ſoon upon the appearance of Comets, ..Then follows 
ially,a great Droughth; becanſe the Air being thin, can- 
wot. retain,theſe vapours, of which Kain is generated; and 
behdes the aforementioned Winds dry much...., Fence comes 
Degrth' far mant of, Rain, and then a Flague or Peſtilence, 
exther. by, reaſon of the Droughth [wel imagine roo (to 
help:out):becauſe.of che Dearth, tor that thenthe com- 
mqn people mult needs: feed very {oully. whence cor- 
rupt umours; mull .eniue, &c:] or. becauſe it falls into a 
Country much depopulated. , For when Princes, or a great 
BY | F 
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many dye , people take notice of it , (in the oe for theiy 
Nobility, ite for the multitude) and 4, call 
it a Plague; whereas at the death of a few they are re- 
gardleſs : yet for the _— above touched, ( fares be ) 
it muſt needs come to paſs ( yea if there were wo P 

that many ſuch perſons, az we have ſpoken of, deceaſe. Far 
ther, from hence it comes to paſs that Seditions and Wars 
ariſe, the Fumohrs being changed into Choler , by reaſon 
of the thinneſs of the Air : for whatever is thin is alſo thy. 

Riſum teneatis Amici? I ſhould rather haveiexpeted 
Seditions, Combuſtions, Slaughters , Maſlacres, Se: 
from the death and change of Princes, than from'the 
droughth of the ſeaſon. = nn 

In the end ſometimes follow alſo immoderate Raigs, bes 
cauſe the thinneſs of the Air begets many wapours on the 

farface of the Earth : and as the Air grows thicker, when 
wow -many days they have been gatheri ther, they 
are carried up and become dreadful Clouds and Shoars. 
And then the danger of the Comet ceaſes, becauſe the Air 
is returned to its former nature. . 

This is all that this great Wir, after all his learning, 
was able to ſay for Comets being a Natural Sign: and 
the Web he has ſo curiouſhy wove,' is'fo thin; thar it 
will not hold handling, mach leſs need 'we further un- 
ravel it: Though it be very obvious to return hereto , 
what Scaliger has demonſtrated, and what the Natutal 
Hiſtory of Comets ordinarily evinces, that neither are 


all Comets generated by or with droughth, nor do they . 


induce or portend it. 'And'fo much Cardan well knew; 

(though haply he attended not to it) for he preſently 

fubjoins Comets, which take their being from the raies of 

Venus, bring great Rains, namely as their next and pro- 

pereſt, not remoreſt effe&ts. - Bur even this conceit of 

fome Comets being rainy , will be confuted ny 
W 
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when we came to ſee the y inty of the matter of 
4a&, that any of theſe effects have uſually attended Co- 
mets,,which could nor be, were they Natural Signes: for 
whatſoever is natural is conſtant, ar leaſt generally cer- 


. ' Comets then having thus no natural ſignificancy, as &g 2 J- 
pretended, what they may admit by Divine appoint- 
ment we arc as yet to enquire immediately of God a- 
lone:- for in his Word not one title to be found hereof, 
bur rather the flar contrary. The Holy Ghoſt cannor 
well be more expreſs in any thing, than it is to this pur- 
poſe Ferem. x. 2. Thus faith the Lord, learn not the my 
of the Heathen, and be nat diſmayed at the Signes of the 
Heavens, for the Fleathen are diſmayed at them: For 
the Cuftems [rtypn the Precepts or Inſtitutes, whether 
thoſe rules they have delivered to prognoſticate by, or 
a Prognoſtications pat oe themſelves] 9 vain: 
it follows , | rad to Superſtition or the fear _ 
of Falſe Gods urs Hocd For though Pliny tells us no %**: 
Comet was ever worſhipped in any part of the World, 
fave one in a Temple at Rome by Augytus his Inſtieu- 
tian; yet this hinders not, but the obſervation of them 
may be fubſervient to Idolatry , though themſelves. are 
not made Idols of.. . And ypont their appearance, what 
recourſe uſed to be made to the Pulvinaria Deorum, to 
Altars, 'Femples, Shrines and Images of the Gods 
amongſt the Heathens, is known to all mcn of any 
reading, and would be too tedious a digreſſion, for me 
to engage into. Nay even amongſt ſome Chriſtians, 
what ſilly praQtices their ( »ua4«unic ) truly Heathenith 
becauſe ſuperſtitious fear has put them upon, what 
Charms, Aumlets, Taliſmanical Puppets, which are all 
of them. but old Diabolical Cheats (however juſtified 
by ſome Men, whoſe Curioſities have infatuated them) 
F 2 it 
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it is a thame-to Chriſtianity ' fo- ſet forth; - 

What can be faid againſt the cloſeneſs and force of 
the above cited Text I am 'horiable ro imagin,” except 
any ſhould deny that by Signes there we are to.under- 
ſtand ſuch Apparitions, as are uſually called Meteors, 
or -any Aiery Prodigies, and gas mtr ne. the 
Signes of the Zodiack or of conſtant. Conſtellations 
On the contrary, the ſecond'time"thar the word is uſed 
in Scripture, 'tis applied/to:a Metcor, Gexe/. ix: x2. and 
it cannot be made out that itiever _ in Scripture 
a Conftellation;” but-that it” does ſignifie Prodigious 
Signes the following places may evince, viz.' Exod. iv.g, 
_ xiv, IT. Deutiiv." 34: "and* again, Chap- xxvi. 

Touching what 'may be objected from the Signes in 
tbe Heavens foretold by our Lord to precede the De- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, | ſhall preſeritly conſider. Mean 


Ly 


. while if any- pretend God has appointed the ſeveralCo- 


mets which appear for ſo many preſages of Ins intended 
and inſtant Works, ſuch Perſons ought .not only to 
ſhew us where God has expreſt this his appointment, 
but alſo what Rules he has given in Scripture: for find- 
ing out the meaning of- theſe Signes 5 Whar'they im- 
port; good or bad? When this, 'or that, to befal > And 
ro' whom? No one can kyow Gods mind (that is his 
meaning ''by theſe Signes)” except he 'will diſcover jt; 
Diſcovery of it he has given none, nor any' Rules by 
which we may niake fuch diſcovery; His 'Mind ſtill; 
notwithſtanding-the pretended fignification 'of it by 
theſe Signes, remains ſecret : ſo that in time, when we 
can find out the ſecret Will of God, we may ander/tand 
the meaning of theſe Signes. Now wonld any wile 
man in the world ever appoint ſuch a Sign, which 


ſhould indeed fignifie ſomerhing , bur What that, to 
; Whom, 
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Whort, Where) the Event ſhould fall, When, Fow or 
Why,-it were utterl impoſſible for any'one to know, 
but himſelf, till he would: tell them. This is'to makethe 
moſt Holy, Wiſe and Gratious God to call the world, 
or. nations and people to Repentance by Oracles , hke 
thoſe of the Devil 's] Delphos(O'. Kipss, vs} zi PIT. #4uany”)] 
and neither te us his mind nor conceal it, but hint 
ſomewhat that'no body knows whatto'mike of. 

-In ſum, it they cannot tell:us ſome way-t& determi 
the ſignification. of Comets, it were as pgood-to ſay in- 
genuouſly, they foreſhew nothing at all : for he tells me 
nothing in efte&;.that:tells me nothing certain or deter- 
minate. This will be plain by1inſtance.: .A:Coumerhas 
appear; ſays ſome prbtound Sage (from long Obſervati- 
on we mult ſuppoſe, ) ſome ſtrange new Event will ſhort: 
ly come to paſs. Where, ſay I Thereto. he-gravely an- 

wers, he cannattell preciſely, but it will be in Eng/and, 
S cotland-Or treland,ot in France,Spain,Getmany, It, 7,&<. 
or in Peru; Guiana, or ſome ob thoſe: pits of *America, 
neer which the-Comet has paſt vertically. Very-geed: 
but will that Event be New'1in kind, or only in Number? 
Will it be an Event of ſuch nature the like;ro-which 
never fell before? Scarce that; "for thus There i# nothing: 
wew under the Sun : Events like the world only circu- 
late. Bur it will be one Event,” which one was nor be+ 
fore: that is, the World's not quite at atv end yet in 
theſe parts; thereis ſomething Future. A pretty kind 
of Prediftion indeed ! and,as'faid, mEftect nothing. 


But ſurely, will ſome urge, there is ſome way of 
eoming neerer the mark than this. Yes, wel try what 
can be done by force of Art'and Obſervation, and ſee, 
if upon examination of the ſeyeral imports of Comets 
we can gain better ſatisfa&tion. To-this purpoſe let us 


colle&t 
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eolled& in the firſt plact as full a ade of their BSI; 
29 WE.can 3 and if. they be not ſome .of them-as comrra- 
ry; to angther; as; can be well affigned, I am much 
_ +56) 6 trig 4s LY 
-» , Qme. Comets -are 1a1d to nave produced or 
portended, for all is now one to me ) rk 
5 bar Somerc nol fthDo"  Orhers 4 
x. High and durable Winds|r. Marvellous and long 


| darions. - 
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3:: Violent and ſcalding heats:|3. Long Colds, and hard 
| | | +210? '| Winters, great Snows; 
violenr Froſts. 


6. Deaths of Princes, or of 
other Great men. 
7. Peſtilencies and malignan 
8. Generationof various Mon-| - 
ſters of men, beaſts, &c. 
9. Multitudes of ſtrange In-| 
ſets , and of Ravenous 
beaſts  . _ | | 
10. Earthquakes, and ſtrange ; 
eruptions of Fire , as at 
Etna, Tc. | 
x1. Deyaſtation of great Ci- 
ries, or burning of them. 
12. Seditions, Treaſons,Wars 
and preat ſlaughter. 
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13. Subverſion of Empires,[: 3. Strange riſe of New 
_ change of ' Govern-| Empires. 
ment, Laws and Libertics.| 
x4. Alterations in Religion. 
. 15. Diverſe ſtrange Prodigjes, 
raining of Blood, Fire fall 
ing down from Heaven, 
Parelii, &c. 


Nb to thoſe publick © Calamities, Fs 8, 9 
no nn: hs is pat in the opp 
ould oppoſe eps moe Propit pions tlloes 
c f: r to have 25 that be; 
SI Ds Karp w's, time, , that in the , 
ng pg egy Heggs cigh, which Sexeca faith rook 9 
Ton _ Se Co ond another about the time of 
a lr birth, Sc. this yet would conſiderably 
ty, the Variety. And. yerily this ought to be ar- 
Be] unto, tor that. according to the judgment of 
[nd for A . £- ery men who —_ roalwany - the influence 
reds Hgnicancy)'s ts, all Comets are de- 
fed as to their effeQts by the virtue 
rirary thoſe, Planets = whoſe eigen 4 <a 
orc , as has ry 
then, aff Fevial or Peneriat 7 pans, ry be good n+ 
d Frlipicious, for ſuch: (forſooth) are - Planets 
ple woe them. . And as to matter of fat, Gemma 
_ A gra Mathematician, is: 'reported-to have 
_ great. cxattnefs., a Catalogue of as ma- 
Ns that have followed, upon Comets as 
& coil Ones : nor, can, it be canceived otherwiſe for 
theſe two ol: . Firſt, ior yy ; La Lo a juſt ac- 
count, excies Lew nan perhaps more) nu- 
news hen Jn al xc leaſt he has (like fore 
0 
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old 'Moſaick Works; ' whith'way foever you. = 
them) checquer'd the” proceeding of his Provi 
ſo thatas the old 7 obs fps © 
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Evills and Goods never aſunder ſtood, 
Tis a kind temper of both we call Good.” 


And'again thoſe very events, which are ſome qpens miſ: 


ehiels,. are others S, and. ha more Fi en 
and peer fo Tm rhe Cre, of W ome 2 


CE wo en dow apair v, 


Rohnifition chi Beboke vl 
may ea th his Hohnefſe "Nm (though thoſe, 'w 
comefrom abroad do not ſpeak great things of. of lars 
ſpitality) bur if ſo, it was cerca as the 
Blefled- ard Salvifick Light to the -W ernprts of 
. - It muſt' therefore he : rat's 1, "that 
ing the pretended efficacy of ſignificancy of *Co- 
-qy pi: 1ey are as 5 often” of” wholeſome as malign/ 
fluence. | 
FS 25. ' Wherefore to & allth/a 26k ihe” We ave of 
rexly thee! or oe and'. ricky eter ea of 1 i 
ifications affixt'ro Comets, foe molt gard he 
tothe other: - Now for theit aftual optratihg' by 
one of theſe, our Comet- tern will not © 
Predi&ions to ſach a ſtrict 'of time"as I Xt 
riv6; but tell us, that of alPs Potrents;*Cothers' 
theflowelt;: fo that, if you!l believe them, ther} et 
of a Comet: may fall ten or a dozen years after ch& 


mets diſappearance. Nor will rh&y he Cohen ch b 


ro any particular perſons, 'of places} 


rate wherc-ever they are ſeen, andthis' 
= 
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World over. Add hereto the frequency of their Appari- | 


tions, ſometimes each year one for three, four, or five 


| pe (as may be ſeen in divers places of the 
Table - Rn — rwo, __ or four in -— 

, t taking one with another (according to 
mms which _fd of years, within our own me- 
mory, : there is ſeldom if ever five years without one) 
and then at what a wild rate ' muſt Comets predi&t, if 
=_ do predict any thing ; Laſtly, conſider the nature 

Thad almot a o neeiary, atleaſt fave 
, I had almoſt ſaid fo T 0 ſure to 
oc s ſomewhere or other within fach compaſs of 
time and place, as demanded for the Sphere of Activity 
m this caſe, and may not any man alive, without regard 
to Comets, certainly foretel ſome of theſe will ſurely 
within fuch limits befall 2 Was there ever Lottery in 
which the Undertakers deſired a Tenth part of ſo many 
Blanks to {ſecure themſelves? 

Firſt, Upon the Variety of EffeQts we have at leaſt 
three and twenty Chances of general Heads, moſt of 
Which might caſily be ſubdivided and branched our. 

y, The compals of years _ ten, nay 
fappoſe bur five) bravely multiplies theſe chances. 

Thirdly, The extent of Countries (perhaps a third, 
perhaps bur a fourth part of the World) admirably 
mends the Ml _ 

Fourthly, T uency of Comets yet inhances the 
likelyhood, , I might fay Tnfallibility, " ſome ot theſe 
lucky or unlucky hits; and either of them according, 
tothe liberty of Prophecying demanded, will ſerve to ve- 
rifie the PrediCtion, at leatt the Hypotheſis. 

. Laſtly, When we throw into the account the uncer- 


neceſſary mortality of all Individuals hcre below, and ſo 
the Changes of Governments, the Revolutions of States, 
G 


cainty of Humane Afﬀairs, of Winds and Weathers, the 


4t 
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- the Mortality of Families, Cities, Empiresas wellay Men; 


ww —— _ w $row a thouſand fuch 
things, it i$ ſcarcq' : wiehin ſuch a ſcope any: man 
that will take upon bim to. foretel any thivg thoute, 
even without Comets, - prove a Falſe Prophet, | -'' -/ + 

Now if theſe People ſhall complain I have wronged. 
them in this vaſt; amplitude, which I fay:they challenge 
for Comets fignificancy,:I appeal to any: of ther Books 
To take the ſ{triteſt Rule that I know was ever prefoxt; 
and to make that ſtricter too than perhaps any of them 
__ nas wo ae | 641 

PF! ſuppoſe a t may operate.in. an to 
which it has been Vertieal, 'or neer whoſe Zenithic hath 
paſſed viſible; and-that within a year or rwo- of-its firſt 
appearance. I fear our Aſtrologers: will be loth to be 
ever thus confined: bur I defire no greater advantage 
to ſhew the emptineſs and rediculous uncertainty of 
their pretenſions. 5897; | 

I fay then in particular, 'The famous Comet of 1618 
was ſucceſſively vertical over Arabia, Perfia, Turky, Bars 
bary, China, Spain, France, {taly, Germany, Poland, Mnf 
covy, and much further. There's none of theſe but has 
many Prineipalities: and ſubordinate Governments, or 
Dominions: wnder them. - /taly, which is certainly the: 
leaſt in extent, has/ in it the Kingdom of Naples, the 
Papacy , the Republick of Yexice, (where yet there's a 
Duke) the Dukedoms of Florence, Milaiv, Mantua, Ur- 
bine, the Principality of Parws, andthe: States of Genoa: 
and of Zaca, ten conſiderable Principalities.” Make bur. 
the like number of fkibdivifionsfarevery of the reſt, and 
the number of Principalities will be x 10. And to which 
of all theſe muſt that Comet have portended any thing, 
or What? ſuppoſe a man/ſhould: publiſh to: the World: 
a. Propheſy art a venture to. this Of rxoPrinces 
(which there are ſuppoſed within Arabia, Perfia, 7i ns, 
Barbary, 
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Barbary,” China, and ſo in Earope) within'this year or 

two one ſhall die, and a new one ſhall be born or ſuc- 
-ceed;; -or within this traCt of the Earth ſome Epidemick 
Sickneſs and great Mortality ſhall break out : Or ſoine 


of theſe 110 Governments as to its form ſhall be alrer- 
£d, ſome of theſe Princes ſhall invade one anothers Ter- 
. ritorics, and there ſhall be one or more dreadful Battles 
.andmuch Blood fſpilt, Cities fackt, or otherwiſe caſually 
.bugnr (anh more accidents may be reckoned up, 
and anyone of them enough to be ex poft fats, 
.reputed the effect of a rt, according to the uſual 
-proceedure in this doftrine.) Muſt not ſuch Perſons ne- 
eaflarily ſpeak truth, ualeſs the Great God of Heaven, 
on,,purpoſetto-crofs the Prediftion, ſhould alter the 
courſe: of Nature. 3 7, | 

.. Again, 'Tis evident by the Table of Comets not only 
\that ewo, or three, or four Comets have appeared ſome- 
times in-one year), but that for diverſe years together, 
Nil one in each year.. AS.1537, 1538, 1539, in cach 
one. Inthe years 1 543,44,45, likewiſe ſoin 1556,57,58. 
More than ſo A.D. 1400, 1401, 2, 3, four years ſucceſ- 
Arvely, one A.D. 1529, and fo forwards for five years 
together each one. Now let any man conſult Hiſtories, 
* and what ſhall he find more extraordinary about theſe 
times,than abour others? In the fifteenth Century were 
forty odd Comets, above donble the number to whar 


have fallen in any other Century. What great Empire | 


riſen-or fallen ſince thoſe-days? 

Once more, From 1618 to 1652; no Comet can we 
find any where, none appeared in all Europe ſaith Riccs- 
olas, and then ſure none in theſe three Kingdoms: yer 

God! What Revolutions within thoſe years? For 
-the)number 'of years, can all our Chronicles 'paralicl 
\them 2 Eſpecially the Twenty laſt of them ; in which 
term notwithitanding.no Comets operation. could inter- 

| 2 pole, 
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poſe, for that there had none appeared for abour fonr- 
*B erp of Cor h potrendin fu 
Behold then the certainty of Comets portending-fu- 
ture Calamities, to-which @ amk Experience, Hiſlory, 
and Philoſophy in all ages is alledged to ſuffragate. 
There are certain publick Evils, Changes, or Viciſlitudes, 
which within a few years (one or two perhaps) will ſure- 
ly befal ſomewhere or other, as all mankind knows; a 
Comet appears, which of theſe Evils or Alterati6ns, 
where, orat what particular time ſhall befall, we cannor 
from this Comet tell before the Event diſcovers: but 
ſome, ſomewnere, and within a few years, we are ſure 
by the Comer will befall. And when any ſuch thtng 
is fallen- out, then we can ſay (tha is _— and aftet- 
wards affirm without reaſon) this is the eftet of the'Co- 
met. AS Spondanus very ſoberly, touching the famous 


In 4ario ad Cometin 1618. Quid portenderit, tempor demonſtrarunt 


Baron, 


6 23. 


Gaffarell. 
Unheard of 
Curiokities, 
Part. 4.0, 12. 


demonſtrablntq; cum non nifi ex eventibus de his rebus jud:- 
cetur. Admirable Signes and Monitories indeed ” which 
can never be underſtood till the miſchief has taken et- 
fe&t, thar is, till it is toa-late to avoid it. 

I know but one Plex more which either is- or can be 
made for the better aſcertaining the Significations of Co- 
mets; and that I do not think worth the labonr to ex- 
poſe, it ſufficiently expofing it ſelf. Its Authors have 
been pleaſed toname it Reading Comets. All Reading, 
fay they, preſuppoſeth ſome Viſible Signe, either by Let- 
ters, or known CharaCters, or by-Hierogliphicks, or laſt- 
ly by Signes. Letters are as known as Alphabets. Hie- | 
roglyphicksdo repreſent things obſcurely; as for Exam- 
ple, a Battel by a Sword: but Signes clearly and plainly, 
as namely one Battel by another or by its plain PiQture. 
Now the figures of Comets, ſay they, are Myſtical Cha- 
rafters or as it were Hieroglyphicks, by which we may 
be able to read by Analogy what evil or good — 


”* an 
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hall befal us. Divers Rules to this purpoſe have been 
deviſed by theſe Cofmocriticks (as they.delight to be cal- 
-led) the infinuating of'a few whereof will ſuffice any rea- 
ſonable man, and fatisfie him touching all. - a Comer Corel. Gemma 


(fay they) appear in likeneſs of a Pyramid, it denotes [ Iq- 


wis pre 


Fire .cver ſcenthere, were neither of 'them Pyramidicat) 
and by Analogie Tyranuy in the Commonwealth: for that 
we'l ſuppoſe is as mercileſs as:Fire. But whether its proper 
er Ahalogical ſignification ſhall take effe&t, or when or 


where either, that we are yet to ſcek. - Again, 4 Comet i 


the fignrevof a Pillar denotes the conſtancy of ſome Prince,or 


ſome Great Saint,or of ſame People or Nation. One waved tr 
' diſſipated in the form of Waters, ſignifies Seditions in the 


People according to the vifiowof the Prophet, Aqua mult 
Populi multi.” If in the figure: of a Sword, it portends War 
and Bloodſhed. If round andclear, the Birth of ſome Great 
Prince, Sc. I ſtilt demand what can be more uncertain 
and fantaſtical than this fluff > For my own partT ſhall 
never envy Cornelius Gemma the honour which he al- 
ſumes to himſelf, of being the Inventer-of this famous 


. Coſmocritical Art : but conclude upon the whole, 


If theſe and the: other aforementioned are all rhe cer- 
tainties we are to expett from Comets, as-indeced they 


are, and yet Comets muſt be held Signes of things ſuture 
-and inſtant; then. Firſt, they are at beſt moſt friviloxs 


Signes, . for they foreſhew nothing but general Truths, 
which were betore-known. to the Reaſon of Mankind , 
and fo they. needed no:Signe nor Prefage thoreof. Se- 
condly they are moſt uſeleſs Signes; for they are fo am- 
biguous, general and boundllcfs, tharwe can.no-more ga- 
ther beforehand ahy- determinate Event from thenr,, 
than we can know Gods Secret Will without his reveal- 


ms 
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att. |. 1. 
ominia, & ex Analogia tyrannidem in Republica.) _ & Gaffe- 


the prevalency of Fire , for Flame aſcends in a Pyramid. re. Ubi ſup. 
(Yer theſe Comets. in Eng/and, betore the dreadfulleft 
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ing.it. Thirdly, they are fa/lacious Sighes and moſt dah. 
qerots to be:medled-:wih t:, fer if wego about by con- 
-to determine their generality and: i 
them of ſome particular 'Thidg, Perſon; Time; Place, Ge. 
in lo, preat variety as they — admit, 'tis aboye 
an hundred to one but we err, and ſuch Errors may be 
as deſperare.as thoſe of War, we may never have the 
/Opportunity:to err tiviee. Laſtly , they are therefore 
moſtiRediculous Signes; as being before the Event, both 
-ncedleſs, uſeleſs, and-fallacious,and atter the Event much 
- more ſuch, and moſt fantaſtical beſides. We indeed have . 
.ntcrpreted (that is fanſicd) this-or that to be the:Event 
of them; buttake awayctanſie, andit can never beproy- 
ied they ſignified what we imagine. Many:Comets | faith 
ithe Learned Sca/iger, have 1rved to ſee, which brought 

no miſchief at all to Mortals any where in Europe : aud 
many Famous .Men haue died, many Principalities been 

«ruin, 14 Great Families extindt. without . ay Comet to 

ah 4 he os has no more reverence for the Wiſdom, 
Grace, Veracity and Holineſs of God, than to think, ſuch 
ſigns of: theſe are. or were of his Intendment, that he 
would be the Author of what 1s frivolous and needles, 
uſeleſs and uncertain, fallacious and dangerous, redicu- 

lous and fantaſtical, much more that he ſhould deſign 
and employ things of this nature for;our Admonitiofs 
and ſummoning to Repentance, he, I ſay, who ſhall think 
this, deſcrves to be given up to Zelieve a Lye, BurT hope 


no good Chriſtian will believe him, or be of his mind. 


I conclude therefore, Comets have no ſignificancy either 
Natural or by Divine appointment, and therefore, in 

fine, none at all. $13.4 | 
As tothe repured:Comet, which appearcd in'form of 
a'flaming Sword over Jeruſalem, 1 deny-that-to have 
been an ordinary Comet: it had not the :motion of a 
| | Comet, 
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Comet; for it ſtood; ſtill over the City for-the whole 


-nor-was it. in. the Orb of-a Comen, butin the lower | 


egion.of rhe:Air, being cloſely vertical:to/t 


notſeenn other Countries; norcan we learnit-had. the:; 


partsof a Comet, an Head: and Train: but-it was ah-ex- 
teaordinary ſign ſet by God in the-Air (whether by: ſome 


ngelſo appearing,as of old.at: the entrance of Paradiles... 
on me ack 


preternatural Gre cnkindled and: mi 
maintained. there, -or' otherwiſe) and- is: ſignification , 
time, place of.taking cffe&;, Fe. was wholly before he 
cified, aS will appear to any, who: will read and: conſid 
Luke Xx, 9,20,11,12. the Orderof Events, which ſigns 
ſhould torege the: BefiruQtion of Feru/a/emd and the Ten 
ple, was.this :. Before all theſe things:(v. 12. that is) firſt 
of all the Apoſtles. ſhould be perſecuted, impriſoned , 
conven'd, &c. thenthould they, hear of Wars and rumours 


of Wars--— but the: end is not byand hy. v: 9: Afterwards. 
ſhould be. Zdrrhquates in diverſe plates. and Famijnes and. 
Paſtilences> and then fearfub frafts and\great figns ſhould. 


there! be from Zerver. v.11,. And they who ſhall read, 
the Hiſtorian,” who relates what beſel (by way of ſul- 
filling this Prediction) may find, that this of the flaming 


Sward:{reputed a Comet) was but: one- of thoſe fearful 

fights 4 great ſigns. There appeared before the: Sun ſet mo © 
Iran Chariots., and armed Bands in array, traverſing the \ 
 Clands. and encompaſſing the City. In compliance, with. | 
which-we read,. v. 20. When ye ſball ſee: Jeruſalem com-. 
paſſed with Armies, . then know that the Deſolation of it is - 


nigh.: Thenlet them which are in Judea flee into the mown- 
tains, &c. The City was twice encompalled-with Ar- 
mies; fitlt in. the Repreſentation. in. the: Sky, then in re- 


ality, when befiege+ by the Rowan Armies. Ot all-the.,. 
ſeven Prodigies'he reckons:up, thereare only theſe rwa. 
mentioned, which. can be accounted, 4#dy* x4) ele, «n? | 


b2uF una. Terrours and great Signs from Heaven; and 
more 
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more than one ſuch ſign there ought to betoverify the" 
Propheſy. So that in ſhorr, ti ben thatall, who then in/ 
Feruſalem knew 'of and believed onr Lords' Predictions 
of the Sigtis, which ſhould forego the ſacking and finial : 
-overthrow of the City and Temple, underſtood full wel 
when theſe Signs appeared, that it was nigh even at the 
dovy. | This therefore has nothing to.do with the-ſip- 
nificancy of ordinary Comets : bur if ſtill uy will pre-- 
tend it has, let them ſhew us the like expreſs.Scripture': 
determining thus the ſignification of them, a 

FS 31. Having diſcourſed thus copiouſly the Vanity of the - 
Pretence which makes Comets in general ſuch Oſtents, - 
and fo dreadfully influential, *tis in a-manner wholly un- - 

sſhry to fay any thing of this preſent Comer. -If 
none be of fo direfal conſequence neither can this. But 
leſt this ſhould be thought, by ſome timid Spirits, almoſt 

- as extraordinary as that over Jeruſalem (though I have, 

"Th1-ih as far as concerned the firſt Head, amply obviated this 

"yh ſurmiſe already)I ſhall in a word or two, for more cumu- 

| j lative fatisfa&tion, - produce thoſe very Rules, by which 

our ſobereſt and moſt learhed Meteorological Prophets 

ptoceed in their p—_—_— touching the Malignancy of 

b 0\ | Comets, and it will appear that it thoſe Rules be ap- 

"I © plied to this, they render ir as little. formidable as any. 

Ek 04 _ - rr. Forma ut horribilior, Oc. By how much the more dread. 

+. 70. * fulthe ſhape of any Comet w,by ſo much the greater the Evils 

it threatens. T have ſaid and will ſtand to it, noComet 
ca appear in a more natural ſhape than this does: and 

a plain Diagram repreſenting its ſhape and poſition to 

the Sun, would cafily demonſtrate it. But 

-To proceed with their Rules. 7he colour too, if Red 
and Fiery (as by the Table it appears the moſt of thoſe, 
whoſe complexions we have account of, |have been) ' or ' 

#lewiſh and inclining to black, may raiſe Fears : for theſe ; 

| F 
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the worſt of all. But thoſe of a fair filver bright colour [as was 
this when ſeen —_— are leſs to be dreaded. Thoſe alſo, 
which are of ſo great duration, and which come thick together, 
or which are of vaſt great bodies are more dangerous, and thoſe 
in the day time hs A than them in night. All theſe Chara- 
&ers acquit ours. Again if we ſhould. judpe it from _ 
bouring Planets, ar its firſt appearance with us 'rwas in the 
fame Sign with the S»x, though much nearer Yexus than to 
him: he influence of neither of theſe ſhould ſeem malign. 
' But indeed theſe notions are (monſtra Fabularum as Bodinus 
truly terms them) the greateſt Prodigies of Folly. For my 
own part, I judge thoſe which appear the loweſ of all (it 
thereare any ſuch of continuance, which may not be reput- 
ed extraordinary Works of God) to be the moſt dangerous: 
for thoſe in all probability are groſs Exhalations and are 
likely therefore to be noxious. Burt I am well aſſured. this is 
high enough (I no whit doubt above the Moon) and futf- 
ciently remote from the Earth to have any influence upon 
our Atmoſphere, and much leſs upon our Bodies. 

I ſhall only add, it has never been nor Ipeſume will be ver- 
tical to us by atleaſt 20 Degrees or upwards. There is no 
more cauſe then to believe our ſelves concerned in it than 
Ttaly,Spain,Portugal Germany, and the Low Countries: not ſo 
much as the Americans of Peru, Amazonia,Guiana, Nova An- 


dalufia,Terra Firma.Cuba,&c. or the Africans of Morocco and. 


the greateſt part of Barbary, near all whom it paſt vertical- 
ly. Of all the Territories ſubject ro,our Sovercign, it was 
moſt nearly over 7angzer, the taking of which by the Por- 
tugueſe abour the year 1472, was reckoned as the effect of 
the Comet preceding. Now ſuppoſe a man uſing the tile 
of the Star-Prophets ſhould fay I am afraid how it will fare 
with Zargter,this were a mighty PrediCtion; yet who might 
not have {aid as much with great rcaſon Tong cnough beiore 
the Comet? Or becauſe it was ſeen at Rome in the begin- 
ning of November, and in Flanders about the middle, G _ 
H oulc 
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ſhould ſay Rome is thireatned by ſome potent Enemy, Flay: 
eers is in greatdanger, to Fools perhaps he might ſeem to di- 
vine by the Comet, but whether ever Comer had thone os 
no, he might ſay theſe things with grearreaſonor truth, and 
yet perhaps neither Rowe nor Flanders ſuffer. And 'tis plain 
ſuch ſtuff as this is the uſual language of our ve; ws 
rors. Bur ſtill upon the whole, our ſhare muſt be laſt, and, 
becauſe remoter from it, in all probability leaft ' We will 
then thus diſmiſs any pretended ſignificationof Comets in 
general or particularly of this. = 

It will now be demandediif the foreſhewing of ao. 
or Calamities be not the end of Comets, for what do they 
ſerve? Withour ſome end' or deſigh'certammly they are- not: 

In return hereto-I Will endeavour a briet account what 
moral influence Comets ought to have on us: for thar 
they could be intended {as the caſe” of- Mankind now 
ſtands) for no ſuch Signes and Monitories as: commonly! 
thought, T prefume already evident envuph.  ' - 

I Jags therefore they ferveſor the ſame purpoſe, as do the 
greateſt number of the other Stars, (to which {as before faid) 
tfll-I have greater likelyhood than has yet been produced to: 
the contrary,I muſt needs conceive them near a kin;) name- 

ly, to beget in us a deeper belief and'admitarion of the/grear. 

God of Heaven and Earth; to-conyinee-us of his Infinite 

Power, Wiſdom and Majeſty, and to bring us all to fall down 

before him,-and with adorations to acknowledge, that Zis 

ways are in a great deep, and his works paſt finding out. 
The hiding pride from Man ( whert he had made him 

Man) was, Thad almoſt faid, a difficult work'tb the Almigh- 
ty God; net that Man underſtands all the viſible works of 


| God, but that he thinks he does: And perhaps he is bolder 


with the Heavens than with the Earth. He has divided 
them by Circles, and mered thoſe out by 1 .-He has: 
as it were placed in them his Landmarks, and ſet them our 


into portions, and then proudly affigned to all — 
0 
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Hoſt the laws and bounds of their motions. And though the 
moſt High God ſeems to have reſerved it gd Jar ory to him- 
ſelf, that he zelleth the number of the Stars,and calleth them all 
by their names, yetthe Worm man has preſumed to call them 
by namesof his ownimpoſition, and not to allow any to ap- 
pear without his cognifance, and then too in fuch Phaſes and 
Co 00s, as he pretends to have long obſeryed. But the 
wiſeſt have acknowledged themſelves much at a loſs in the 
Theory of. Comets : (For I conceive the Peripateticks ſcarce 
in any thing ever ſo much expoſed themſelves, as in their po- 
ſitive Doctrine herein ; all ſorts departing ſo much the fi 
_ arg Raw gon the I —_— they Seorh yo 
queltion.) Theſe I vebeengenerally acknow 
to ſurpaſs our — and laws. Res perplexiſis oſt, Meroroog 
& onmem fere conatum eludit, ſaith Fromundus. And whatever 1, .2.ar:, 7, 
ſome have pleaſed themſelves with of late, yet admitting that 
fromthe firſt appearance and ſetting out ofa Comet we could ,,. _ 
be able to foretel its motion, and calculate Ephemerides (as ,s. x, _ 
ſome havepretended) there are ſo many other Queſtions which 6c. 
remain, not” to be defined with any certainty, that we muſt 
conclude theſe Phenomena, the Miracles of Nature, as one 
truly. calls them, and [idonea ingeviis noſtris torquendis, &c.] 
fit to puzzle curious wits, which we muſt admire, but fhall.not be 
able to fathom. They generally partake ſo much of a Planetary 
motion, that we cannot believe any of them (which are truly 
Comets) much below thePlanetary Orbs;and if our ordinary 
meaſures fail us not, coy he them have been above, not on- 
ly.divers of.the Planers, bur amongſt the fixed Stars. When 
they ſhall become viſible to us we .cannot account or forc- 
ſce, nor in what faſhion. When they ſhall diſappear too, is al- 
moſt as uncertain at firſt : and when they do diſappear, we 
know. they go not our, as has been thought by ſome, like 
Lampsfor want of Oy] : (Non extingwuntur, ſed excedunt, was $m... 
anciently and truly ſaid of them) they ſtill move higher and 


Fien de Comet. 


higher, till they get our of our ſight, or elſe plunging themi- 
A H 2 


lcives 


&2 


$33. 


4 Judgement of 
ſelves into the Sun:-beams become /as tous) abſorpr, As there: 
fore we are from hence and other grounds ſure they are no 
exhalations, ſo'though we cannot rank them amongftthe cr- 
dinary Planets, yet neither can we conceive them fixrStars. 
Centres their courſe and Orbs have, which in probability we 
know not where to place, and after all our diſquiſitions, 'tis 
moſt likely the iſſue will be only a proof, that they are we 
know not what, but beyond our reach. Thus having traced 
them till we are loſt in infinite heights, we ſhall in the end per- 
haps, whether we will or no, acknowledge Infinity, and fall 
down and worſhip the Incomprehenſible God, who hath made 
Heaven and Earth, and all the Hoſts of them. This is one 
uſe I would make of Comets, and who makes this will never 
account them fruſtrancous or frivolous. 

Burt beſides, there are a fort of men not ſo thoughtful, yer 
much wilder in their pride than thoſe forementioned. Theſes 
trouble themſelyes no more with contemplating the courſe 
of nature than brute beaſts. They obſerve day and night ſuc- 
ceed each other : Summer and Winter, Spring and Harveſt 
come intheir ſeaſons: Animals are brought forth and livertill 
they die, and ſtill there isa new ſucceſſionof othersof the ſame 
kind : ſo it has been ever ſince they knew the world, and fo 


ttheythink. it ever will be, nor any thing do they mind further 


than the preſent ſtate. When therefore we talk to them of Re- 
ligion, andinthe end are inforced to aſſert Chriſtianity, from 
the Miracles by which God avouch'd it, they'l tell you, could 
they ſee any miracles, yea any thing that looked beyond the 
—_ courſe of nature,they would haye more credit for the 
pretenſionsof Religion. Wefay (perhaps whatis a great truth) 
there can be no Miracle ſo great, as is the whole frame and 
courſe of Nature; yet this they admire not, becauſe it every 
dayincurrs into their eye : Now the All-wiſe God may ſeem 
to have left himſelf theſe reſerves (theſe little occaſional emer- 
gencies, and much unaccountable rarities of Nature) to give 
in all generations freſh witneſs of his Almighty Being, _ 
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and Godhead. If what is always in our eyes be not wonderful | 
becauſe familiar, that which is rarer may challenge to beſo : 
and though the greatneſs and glory ot the one do not per- 
{wade; the novelty and; ro vulgar apprehenſions) dreadſulneſs 
and prodigiouſnels of the other may moye ſome minds to ad- 
mire: And admiration (naturally begetting confideration)may 
operate to ſcriouſneſs and thoughtiulneſs of God and them- 
ſelves, All which being backt by other happily conſpiring pro- 
vidences and counſels, may end in a bleſſed conviction and | 
change. If any fay, they ſeldom obtain this cftect, I anſwer, f 
the more's the pity ; that they are apt and properly enougly 
ſubſervient therero cannot be denicd : but they may perhaps 

afte& more than we know of. And beſides, if it ſhould be but 

one or two perſons in an age that ſhould be ſtruck into ſeri- 

ouſneſs by ſuch appearances, I believe it amply worth the coſt 

of a Comet. Far I can never approve that conceit of a man, Gaſſmnd. Mz- 
in other things generally excellent, that *twas Humane Vani- '*- 

ty and Pride, men thinking themſelves worthy, for whoſe ſake 

ſuch Oſtents ſhould appear, which firſt induced the opinions 

of Comets ſignificancy : If God thought fit to give his Son 

ſor us, 'tis no pride to think we are worthy of Comets. 

Nordo.I conceive:it any other than a laudable uſe of them, F 3 4. 
even: to the beſt and molt vertuous, to employ them as oc- | 
caſional motives to new Deyotions, and the exerciſe of divers | 
Chriſtian Graces : hereto no Novelty can be improper. Thoſe 
remnants of vain and ſuperſtitious fears, which in ſpitc of dif: 
cipline ſtick too deep in our minds, arc happily overcome, I 
had almoſt faid fanftified, when they only lead us to liſt up 
our hearts to God, and exert acts of Humility, Faith, Reſig- . 
nation and adheſion. To take an inſtance or two. A man has | | 
by night an odd dream, which runs much in his head a day. | 
or two after; orthe head of his Staff falls off, when he ſuſpects 
it not, and can give no account of it; or, his Picture hanging 
in a room, where none come to diſlurb ir, falls down upon ' | 
the face, and is broken or blemiſhr: The memory of theſe » 

| the " 
| 


LY _ 


__ 
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the like accidents, haunts his thoughts {though he reed or 
check the ſuggeſtions) with divers ſiniſter forecaſts. Now, I 
fay,if hereupon ſach perſons Soul retire ſecretly within its ſelf, 
with ſuch acknowledgment and devotion as this [Lore de- 
ſerve worſe, than theſe Omens or my own timidity thereupon can 
Seereft: but Thave committed myſelf and my concerns to thy Grace 
and faithfulneſs, and I do again commit all to thee. and on thee de- 
pend. Divert all evil, if it be thy bleſſed Will ; and if not give 
me due temper for it when it comes. Let me not fall from thee, 
nor miſs of my portion in thee however.) It 1 fay ſilly tears them- 
ſelves only occaſion ſucp prattice as this, I think they are of 
wholeſom effe&: for certainly without them, this is our da 
duty &intereſt, and when'they are thus maſtered,;rhey cannot 
be any mans fin, however otherwiſe his infirmity or infelicity. 
"Tis reported of Pope Caliſtxs in the year 1456, wherein 


_ invit# tyyo Comets appear'd, that he —_ them, appointed 


publick Litanies and Supplications diverſe days for deprecat- 
ing = my acer : Oy the Bells —_ tolled at 
noon day to call people to their prayers again t OW! 

power of the Turk. And Ludevicas Pius beholdi *he Co: 
met of 837, refleQed fo ſeriouſly upon death, that he ſet his 
houſe in order, cauſed his Son Charles to be Crowned King 
of Newſtria, ſettled the Succeſſion and ſpent his time in pre- 
paring for another world. Charles the Fifth beholding ano: 
ther in his days, FHis, att, judiciis me mea fata wocant, 

lookt upon it as a remembrancer of his death. To lay any 
ſuch imagination ſo to heart, as to be diſquiered thereby or 
incapacitated or indifpoſed for our buſineſs I account ſinful: 
But uponany account whatſoever, to mind our mortality and 
prepare for our end, or to refle&t upon our ownor the publick 
crimes, which may call down Gods vengeance upon us and to 
impiorc his mercy and forbearance, will be far enough from 
blameworthy. It therefore,notwithſtanding the foregoing di: 
courſe, the preſent Comet ſeem to any to portend ſome imi- 
nent Judgment, nor can the conceit thereof be rooted w_ let 

them 
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' them make uſe of it thus as a Monitory to ſuch holy affeQti- 
on and practice as ſuggeſted. "Twill be but an improving irra- 
tional fears to an holy purpoſe. Yea if not only particular 
perſons, but all the Nations which beheld ir,ſhould make ſuch: 
uſe of it asthe Nivevires did of FonaF's preaching, Fknow not 
who'would reprehend, or cenfure them of weakneſs? "Tis 
ſure, the age has need cnough of repentance; and withour a 
Comet, we want not notices abundant, . thatif we donor re- 
pent we cannot long eſcape the ſignal vengeance of God. 

In the mean while, as to this and all like appearances in 
the Heavens, I muſt propheſs it ingenuouſly as my thoughts, 
they are more to be admired than dreaded. In fum, They 
ſerve to'repreſs and confure the conceits of a little Omnilſct. 
eney Vain man pretends to in Naturals, or in fathoming the 
works of God. They may conduce to ſtop the mquths of 
ſome groſler fort of Atheiſts, or make vain and inconſiderate- 
people capable of ſerious thought, which thought purſued 
may be happy to them in the end, - ©; var ls $2.H0 

They.may and (as all uncouth and new occurents) ought 
to be made occaſional advantages of Devotion and freth re- 
ſignation of our ſelves to Gods diſpoſal: And theſe are the: 
beſt influences Comets can: have on the World. Bur -he 
makitg uſe of them, thereby to rcad the Deſtinies of Kings. 
Nations or Governments, is irrational, fantaſtical and heath- 
eniſh, unbecoming either a Man or a Chriſtian. And fo ins 
ſtead of any dire prefages, The bleſſing of. the Almighty be 
upon the whole 7/rael of God. 


CY 
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An ADVERTISEMENT 
Touching the Table of Comets, pag. 3, &e. 


Ince my finisbing this Table, 1 found 1 have ouly attempted therein to do 
what was better done before, a wich perfetter than even I can pretend to 
olleF, being extant above a dozen years ago-in Hevelius's Cometography :. 
mention of which I too late met with in the account given of that Book, Pulo- 
ophic, Tranſat, N.40,-But the Book, it ſelf I haye not ſeen, nor.can 1 hear 
it: 
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it is to be ſeen in theſe parts. What I baye done was dore: upon. the ſuddans 

and by 4 man who never made Aſtronomy bis buſineſs, as 1 fear it will tod 

enuch appear. Wherefore 1 am content to come far behmd Hevelius herein, 

and to have thirty fewer Comets in my Table than they 4 he h.ts in his, But 
or 


1 could have increaſed-my numbers, had I not allowed for the Variation of 
Chronologiſts, Amongſt theſe, 'tis ordinary for one to poſipone the ſame E> 
yent two or three years to the account of ano:her : And ſoit bad been eaſy to 


have multiplied Comets, reckoning the ſelf-ſame Comet two or three times, | 
vyer, according as different Accounts place it in different years. This I bave |: 


avoided, and rather put an Alias, as in A, D. 71,and 77,06. thanbe guilty 

of double reckonings: ſo that Ican with good confidence ſay I have not oper- 

charged the Table, | 
But at the ſame time I muſt be juſt to Men,'as well as to the Heavens, 


and acknowledge from whom 1 had the main body of my Collettion of Comets, | 


namely from Abraham Rockenbach, J. U. D. and Profeſſor ſometimes.of 
Mathematicks in the Univerſity of Franckfort, I haye in this caſe oply 
drawn one part of his Book of Comets into 4 Table, and made ſuch 4ddi- 
Tions to it as I could. And I deſire the Reader to take notice, where I have you- 
ched no Authority in the Table, I depend on Rockenbach's authority, or the 
Iriters he produces : where other authority is alledged, thoſe things are ſome- 
what of my own poor additional Stock. Arne 

I'could have made mnch more uſe of my Table than Thaye done, but 1had 
4 ſtritt eye to my deſign, and would not for the preſent concern my ſelf to ap- 
ply it farther: and, having confeſt my ſelf ſo vain as to think_1 have by it 
amply proved what I deſigned, 1 think, 'tis uſe enough of it for once. 


I might add ſomewhat alſo touching the ſecond Table, Pay. 43, 44; «5 to” 
t 


the flrange variations of Learned mens judgments touching the ſame Comets: 
that Comet Martial, which another avows Jovial, and thence ftlrangely diſ- 


But it is ſufficient to juſtifie my receding from ſuch, that being witneſſes to 


4 
4 


| 


But this being as extravagant as mens fancies, I waye it, One ſhall account | 


4 


fents in his preſages, and afterwards as much in his Hiſtorical applications, © 


the ſame things they difſer among themſelves; and in all likelihood, as 1 haye 


often obſerved it in the Weather Prognoſlicators, the truth commonly lyes on 
222m of the Poſitive ſides, but as neer as may be in-oppoſition to them all, ani 
that will be, in the preſent caſe, with me, 
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